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Subscribe to the ACBI listserv (Indiana-l@acblists.org) by going to www.acblists.org and click on the ACB-Indiana link.
ACBI web site: https://www.acb-indiana.org
ACBI Facebook: www.facebook.com/acbin

Quarterly editions of Focus are published four times a year: March, June, September, and December, with special editions as needed. This newsletter is available via e-Mail, in large print, on cassette and PC disk, with special translated file for Braille output.  
Article submissions should be sent to the editor, Mary Stores at mstores@iu.edu by: March 1, June 1, September 1, or November 15.
Edward Stahl narrates the Focus for cassette output.  Don Koors is responsible for the printing and mailing of hard copies, as well as e-mail distribution and cassette duplication and distribution.
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Ways to contribute to the American Council of the Blind of Indiana:

Those much-needed contributions, which are tax-deductible, can be sent to ACBI, Attn: Rhett Salisbury, PO Box 2216, Bedford, IN 47421or through our website noted above.

Vehicle donations: 1-800-929-8659. You can donate cars, trucks, vans, and boats. Live operators are on hand 7 days a week and it includes free pick-up.

Consider including a gift to ACBI in your Last Will and Testament.

From Your President
By Rita Kersh

By the time you read this issue of the Focus, our convention will be quickly approaching. I hope most of you have arranged to attend either in person or virtually. If you haven’t already read the agenda, it can be found on our web site at acb-indiana.org within the Convention Information link.
For those attending in person who will be staying at the hotel, the deadline to reserve your room with the group rate is Thursday, September 17. Any rooms reserved after that date will pay the regular room rate.
Don’t forget to register for the convention by Wednesday, September 30 in order for me to calculate the food numbers for the caterer.
We will certainly have a busy weekend and a fun one with lots of good information to be shared with us by our session presenters.
If you visit and browse the vendor’s and exhibitor’s tables, we have a wide variety of products and resources for you. You can do a little shopping while you’re browsing, too. Our ACBI table will have some useful and interesting items to choose from this year. Here’s what we have: ear buds, braille clothing labels, Statue of Liberty braille booklets, braille money marker, Hi Marks, sunglasses, bottle/jar openers, luggage tags, felt tip pens, variety of bump dots, and writing guides. I still have a few of my books, too.
Read on through this newsletter for the ACBI constitution and bylaws amendments and resolutions to be presented during our business sessions.
Invite a friend or family member to come with you to make the weekend more enjoyable and your friend or family member just might be interested in becoming a member.

Seeking Donations: Support the ACB Indiana & Ohio Joint Convention Auctions!
By Melissa Wobschall

The annual American Council of the Blind of Indiana and American Council of the Blind of Ohio joint convention is fast approaching, and that means it is time for our highly anticipated fundraising auctions! We are officially seeking unique, fun, and high-quality item donations to benefit both state affiliates. 
Two fundraising auctions
To accommodate everyone, we are hosting two separate events this year: an In-Person Auction and a Virtual Auction.
On October 10, our in-person auction will take place live during our state convention. Please note: Donated items for this auction must be compact and easy enough for you to physically carry with you directly to the hotel.  
The virtual Auction will take place on October 17. Items for the virtual auction must either be emailed electronically (such as digital gift cards or certificates) or mailed directly by the donor to the winning bidder at the donor's expense.

Submission Guidelines for either auction:
To enter your items into either auction, you must submit a detailed description of the item and which auction it is for (In-Person or Virtual). 
Where to send it: Email your descriptions directly to Mel at Mkwobsch@gmail.com.
Submission Deadline: September 30 at 5:00 p.m.
Questions?
If you have any questions or need to clarify if an item is eligible, please feel free to reach out to Mel. You can call or text 765-543-2281.
Thank you for your generosity and continuous support in making our joint convention a success!

Official Notice: Proposed Constitutional Amendments, Bylaws Changes, Resolutions, and Legislative Advocacy Update
​By Dee Ann Hart

As we prepare for our upcoming Joint State Affiliate Convention with the American Council of the Blind of Ohio (ACBO)—held October 9–11, 2026, at the Wyndham Indianapolis Airport Hotel—your Constitution, Bylaws, and Resolutions Committee is pleased to present the following notice for your advance review.
​The Annual Business Meeting is our primary forum for direct grassroots governance. It is a time when every member plays an active role in shaping how our organization operates and where we focus our advocacy energy. Below, you will find proposed updates to our governing documents, a new bereavement policy, three key resolutions addressing critical state and federal policy issues, and details on upcoming legislative action opportunities. Please take time to review these items thoroughly so you are prepared to participate in discussions and vote during our business session.
​
Proposed Constitutional Amendments

Article II: Purpose
Proposed Addition: Insert Item #10: "By advocating for the enactment, implementation and enforcement of civil rights protections for people who are blind.”
Article IV: Officers 
Proposed Revision: Strike "… shall have nine directors to be elected by the convention" and insert "minimum of five elected directors to be elected by the convention."
Proposed Bylaws Addition
​Bereavement Policy and Procedure 
​Active Member Passing: In the event an active member of the American Council of the Blind of Indiana passes away, the affiliate will donate $50.00 to the American Council of the Blind.
​Immediate Family Member Passing: In the event an immediate family member (spouse, child, parent, or sibling) of an active ACBI member passes away, the affiliate will donate $25.00 to the American Council of the Blind.

Proposed Resolutions
​Resolution 1: Specialized Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors for Sensory-Disabled Hoosiers 
WHEREAS, employment is a fundamental pathway to financial independence for sensory-disabled Hoosiers; and
WHEREAS, Indiana Vocational Rehabilitation Services has increasingly relied on generalist caseload management models that lack the deep expertise required to match job seekers with adaptive technology; and
WHEREAS, specialized vocational rehabilitation counselors possessing dedicated credentials in sensory disabilities are an absolute necessity for effective workforce development;
now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the American Council of the Blind of Indiana strongly reaffirms the critical necessity of specialized vocational rehabilitation counselors for sensory-disabled individuals; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Indiana Bureau of Rehabilitation Services must establish mandatory, specialized training pipelines and credentialing standards for any counselor assigned to sensory-disabled caseloads; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the agency must eliminate generalist models for sensory-disabled clients to ensure they receive expert, individualized guidance.
​Resolution 3: Older Americans Act & Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS)WHEREAS, the Older Americans Act preserves the independence and community integration of aging Americans; and
WHEREAS, age-related vision loss creates a specialized demand for independent living skills that generalist senior networks lack; and
WHEREAS, expanding Home and Community-Based Services without dedicated sensory-loss funding will exclude those who need it most: 
now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the American Council of the Blind of Indiana supports the timely reauthorization and increased funding of the Older Americans Act; and 
be it further
RESOLVED, that HCBS expansions must include dedicated funding for individuals who are blind, low vision, or deaf-blind; and be it further
RESOLVED, that policy frameworks must incentivize specialized vision and hearing rehabilitation professionals
Resolution 4: Automated Benefits Due Process
WHEREAS, public benefits are a vital safety net for millions of Americans; and
WHEREAS, administrative agencies increasingly rely on flawed and biased automated decision systems; and
WHEREAS, due process requires adequate notice and a meaningful opportunity to be heard before benefits are stripped: 
now, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED that the American Council of the Blind of Indiana opposes delegating un-reviewed decision-making authority to automated systems; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that agencies must enforce strict human-in-the-loop reviews before executing any adverse benefit action; and 
BE IT further
RESOLVED, that affected individuals must receive plain-language written disclosures and an expedited appeals process.
Upcoming Advocacy Rally: Indiana Statehouse
​Event: Disability Community Rally, hosted by the Indiana Disability Alliance
​Date & Time: Tuesday, November 17, 2026 | Starting at 11:00 AM ET
​Location: Indiana Statehouse, 200 W. Washington St., Indianapolis, IN
​Significance: November 17th marks Organization Day for the Indiana General Assembly, bringing all 150 state legislators together at the Statehouse ahead of the 2027 legislative session. ACBI members, families, self-advocates, and service providers are strongly encouraged to attend and make our collective voice heard.
Legislative Outlook: 2027 Indiana General Assembly
Our resolutions and attendance at Organization Day align with state-level preparations for the 2027 "long" budget session of the Indiana General Assembly:
​FY 2028–2029 Biennial Budget: Crafting and passing the two-year state budget is lawmakers' primary task. Debates will center on state agency funding, social service agency caseload support, and local program funding.
​Tort Reform & Business Liability: Discussions around civil rights protections and liability frameworks carried over from 2026 remain top interim priorities for business groups and advocacy organizations alike.
​Workforce, Childcare, & Rural Infrastructure: Interim regional roundtables are focusing on expanding high-speed broadband in underserved areas, addressing healthcare and emergency service shortages, and supporting accessible workforce tools.
​Local Government & Transportation: Ongoing legislative evaluation of local government efficiencies, transit funding mechanisms, and municipal infrastructure accessibility.
​Closing Statement
​Your voice and active participation drive the core mission of ACBI. Whether by voting on these internal governance measures, weighing in on our official advocacy positions, or joining fellow advocates at the Statehouse this November, your engagement ensures our collective priorities remain strong, clear, and focused.
​We encourage all members to attend the business meeting, ask questions during floor discussions, and help lead our affiliate into another impactful year. We look forward to seeing you in Indianapolis!

Keeping the Legacy Alive: The Story Behind the James R. Olsen Honors
by Dee Ann Hart

If you have ever attended an ACB national convention or seen the bright, ambitious faces of our annual scholarship winners, you have witnessed the living legacy of James R. "Jim" Olsen. Though he passed away in 2005, his dedication to mentoring blind youth and expanding professional horizons remains a cornerstone of the American Council of the Blind. Here in our neck of the woods, members of the American Council of the Blind of Indiana remember Mr. Olsen fondly, and our affiliate continues to support his legacy today by championing the very ideals of literacy, education, and independence he stood for.
Jim Olsen wasn’t just an administrator; he was a hands-on mentor. For years, Jim coordinated the national ACB Scholarship Program, but his work went far beyond balancing the endowment books. He was the friendly voice on the phone coordinating flights, the welcoming face at the convention hotel, and the reassuring guide for young students stepping into higher education. Known for his sharp wit, quick humor, and an uncanny ability to solve any obstacle thrown a student's way, Jim made sure the next generation felt supported, valued, and capable.
​Honors That Bear His Name
To ensure his spirit of service would never be forgotten, ACB established two major national recognitions in his honor:
· The James R. Olsen Distinguished Service Award: Originally the Distinguished Service Award, this prestigious honor was renamed in Jim’s memory. It recognizes individuals and organizations making monumental, long-term contributions to independence and digital access. Recent recipients include corporate trailblazers like JPMorgan Chase and accessibility pioneers like Lukas Franck and David Goldfield.
· The James R. Olsen Memorial Scholarship: Operating in partnership with the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB), this scholarship carries forward Jim’s forward-thinking vision for the workforce. It specifically funds undergraduate blind students pursuing careers in Business Administration, Computer Science, and Information Technology. True to Jim’s character, recipients must not only maintain a strong academic record but also demonstrate a deep commitment to community service.
​As we look ahead to our upcoming convention season and the announcement of a new class of scholars, ACBI is proud to keep Jim’s memory close to heart. By fostering local advocacy, pushing for educational excellence, and supporting blind students across the Hoosier state, we ensure that Mr. Olsen’s dedication lives on.



Audio Description Project Title Directory
By Pat Tusing

This is a comprehensive listing of audio described movies, TV shows and cable TV and Netflix programs.

https://adp.acb.org/adp-search

I spoke with a friend who uses this often.
There are 4 Edit fields to choose from. You only need to fill in 1.
One can type in the title of any show or movie or part of a title.
People have been very excited to find out about this link!

REV-UP (Register, Educate, Vote, Use your Power)
​By Dee Ann Hart

As the autumn leaves begin to turn, civic engagement season is officially underway across Indiana! Whether you are a first-time voter or a seasoned community advocate, preparing early ensures your voice is heard in the upcoming elections. Continue reading to learn essential timeline dates, transparent public testing processes for voting hardware, and how the REV-UP (Register, Educate, Vote, Use your Power) campaign is driving accessibility across our communities.
​Essential 2026 General Election Dates to Remember
​Keep these critical milestones on your radar to ensure your registration is active and your ballot is cast on time:
· October 5: Voter Registration Deadline (Applications must be submitted by the end of the business day or online by midnight).
· October 6: Early In-Person Voting Begins at the office of the circuit court clerk or designated local satellite offices.
· October 24 & October 31: Mandatory Saturday Early Voting Hours (County clerk offices must remain open for extended hours leading up to Election Day).
· November 3: General Election Day (Polls are open statewide from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. local time). 
​Verify your current registration status, find your polling place, or review your voting options by visiting the Indiana Voters Portal.

​Public Testing of Voting Systems
​Did you know that your local county election officials rigorously test all electronic voting equipment prior to Election Day in an open, public venue?
​For instance, local election boards—such as the Delaware County Election Board overseen by Clerk Rick R. Spangler—publish formal legal notices inviting citizens to observe these public equipment trials. These tests ensure that electronic voting systems accurately record and tabulate votes pursuant to Indiana Code.
​ These public demonstrations are open to all media and community members. Attending a test in your county is a fantastic way to witness election security firsthand, ask questions of local officials, and see accessible voting features in action. Check your local county election board’s website to find out when and where public equipment testing is scheduled in your area.
​REV-Up the Vote: Empowering the Disability Community
​The REV-UP campaign continues its vital mission to increase voter participation among individuals with disabilities while removing barriers to the ballot box. Voting is a fundamental right, and every Hoosier deserves an independent and private voting experience.
​Know Your Rights: Accessible voting machines equipped with audio features, sip-and-puff capabilities, or adjustable displays are required at every in-person voting site.
​Accessibility Resources: To learn more about accessible formats, voter rights, and assistance guidelines, explore the Disability Rights Indiana Hoosiers Vote Guide. 
​For broader statewide voter education and tools, consult the Indiana Secretary of State Elections Division. 
​
Contact Information for the ACBI Board

Officers
President: Rita Kersh, Bedford 
812-278-3038, Hoosierrita60@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Deanne Hart, Muncie
765-215-1211, d64hart@outlook.com
Secretary: Mary Stores, Bloomington
812-272-1876, mstores@iu.edu
Treasurer: Rhett Salisbury, Bloomington
812-369-8331, rhett.salisbury@att.net
Past President: Barbara Salisbury, Bloomington
barbara.salisbury@att.net

Directors
Jeff Busch, Bloomington
jrayb73@gmail.com
Don Koors, Indianapolis
donkoors@aol.com
Jonathan King, Kokomo
jonking5701@gmail.com
Maggie King, Kokomo
magridflea@gmail.com
Cathy Long, Enola, PA
long.cathy1223@gmail.com
Luis Roman, Hammond
romanluis1993@gmail.com
Melissa Wobschall, West Lafayette
mkwobsch@gmail.com

Chapter Representatives
Circle City: Bill Sparks, Indianapolis
bill@billsparks.org
SCAVI: Cindy Brooking, Mitchell
cindyfleener@yahoo.com
Hoosier All State: Kevin Wobschall, W. Lafayette
Kwobsch@msn.com


American Council of the Blind of Indiana Dues Renewal Form

1. PERSONAL INFORMATION
Full Name: ___________________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________
Address Line 1: ___________________________________________________________
Address Line 2: ____________________________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ ZIP Code: ____________

2. MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
Which of the following do you identify as? (Select one) [ ] Blind [ ] Deafblind 
{ } Visually Impaired [ ] Fully Sighted
Would you like to receive our newsletter? [ ] Email [ ] Large Print [ ] Computer Disk [ ] Audio Cassette [ ] None
Membership Status: [ ] Joining (New Member) [ ] Renewing.
Are you a National ACB Lifetime Member? [ ] Yes [ ] No
Are you an ACBI Lifetime Member? [ ] Yes [ ] No

3. PAYMENT & SUBMISSION
Please select your membership level:
Annual Dues: $10.00
ACBI Lifetime Dues: $100.00 (onetime payment)

Instructions:
Make checks payable to ACBI.
Mail this completed form along with your payment to:
ACBI, Attn: Rhett Salisbury, PO Box 2216, Bedford, IN 47421



