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Subscribe to the ACBI listserv (Indiana-l@acblists.org) by going to www.acblists.org and click on the ACB-Indiana link.
ACBI web site: https://www.acb-indiana.org
ACBI Facebook: www.facebook.com/acbin

Quarterly editions of Focus are published four times a year: March, June, September, and December, with special editions as needed. This newsletter is available via e-Mail, in large print, on cassette and PC disk, with special translated file for Braille output.  
Article submissions should be sent to the editor, Mary Stores at mstores@iu.edu by: March 1, June 1, September 1, or November 15.
Edward Stahl narrates the Focus for cassette output.  Don Koors is responsible for the printing and mailing of hard copies, as well as e-mail distribution and cassette duplication and distribution.
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Those much-needed contributions, which are tax-deductible, can be sent to ACBI, Attn: Rhett Salisbury, PO Box 2216, Bedford, IN 47421or through our website noted above.

Vehicle donations: 1-800-929-8659. You can donate cars, trucks, vans, and boats. Live operators are on hand 7 days a week and it includes free pick-up.

Purchase snacks and candy during our Spring See's Candy fundraiser! 

Consider including a gift to ACBI in your Last Will and Testament.

From your President
By Rita Kersh

Hello all!

Hey, how about those Indiana Hoosiers winning the national college football playoffs! Everyone around here (20 miles from IU) was so excited, and I even bought myself a championship T-shirt, which I’m wearing right now.

Is it spring yet? I’m so over the snow and the extreme cold that it’s not even funny. I’ve been trying for over a month to totally get over a bad cold and I may not be 100% until spring. Ha!

It has been a very busy 2026 so far. With Rhett Salisbury transitioning into his new role as treasurer he has involved some meetings with the bank and our financial advisor. It looks like we’re all set now. Rhett has already been busy with dues coming in and other bank business that I hope he doesn’t regret running for treasurer. Our past treasurer, Cindy Brooking, is mentoring him along the way and I certainly appreciate her doing this.

It's time to get your dues sent in!! You can pay through our website or mail in your checks to ACBI, PO Box 2216, Bedford, IN 47421 (at least until end of March). We need them by March 1 so Rhett and Cindy can work on the ACB member certification.

The Indiana side of our convention planning committee is gearing up to meet to brainstorm for our convention in Indianapolis. Our Indiana committee members will meet before we bring in the Ohio committee in March. We’ve already gotten some suggestions for session topics and convention themes, so Indiana is hitting the ground running.

An exciting announcement for this year is that ACBI will have our first scholarship winner at our convention if we have a qualified applicant. An anonymous donation was made to create a scholarship account and a member donated more, so there would be available funds for this year. Our scholarship committee is working hard on finalizing the details for the criteria and application.

Be on the lookout for more details about our convention on www.acb-indiana.org. 

Stay warm and healthy!

Renewal process for the American Council of the Blind of Indiana (ACBI)
By Dee Ann Hart

If you are looking to renew your own membership or help someone else, please don’t wait any longer! Here is the essential information:
· Online: The most direct way is usually through the official ACB Indiana website. There is a "Join" or "Donate" section that handles annual dues.
· By Mail: You can send a check for your dues to the ACBI Treasurer. The form is in this edition!
· Through a Local Chapter: If you belong to a specific local chapter (like the South Central, Circle City chapters, Hoosier All State Chapter), you can pay your dues directly to your chapter treasurer, who then forwards the state and national portions.

Membership Benefits
Renewing ensures you stay connected to:
· Advocacy: Supporting legislation that improves the lives of Hoosiers who are blind or visually impaired.
· Information: Receiving the ACB Indiana newsletter.
· Community: Participation in the annual state convention and local chapter activities.
​If you have an ACBI Lifetime membership updating your personal information annually helps keep the ACBI database current. 
It is your choice and responsibility, to subscribe/unsubscribe to any of the ACBI and ACB email distribution lists and social media accounts. Obviously, these are efficient ways for leadership to send out mass communications and therefore, ACBI and ACB leadership encourages members to subscribe to those list services and social media accounts that interest you.

Since 2023 American Council of the Blind of Indiana has had a link posted on the website: www.acb-indiana.org with an online form to join & renew your membership and submit dues payment. Please submit form and payment by March 1, 2026, deadline. 

You can also fill out the following form:


American Council of the Blind of Indiana Dues Renewal Form

1. PERSONAL INFORMATION
Full Name: ___________________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________
Address Line 1: ___________________________________________________________
Address Line 2: ____________________________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ ZIP Code: ____________

2. MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
Which of the following do you identify as? (Select one) [ ] Blind [ ] Deafblind 
{ } Visually Impaired [ ] Fully Sighted
Would you like to receive our newsletter? [ ] Email [ ] Large Print [ ] Computer Disk [ ] Audio Cassette [ ] None
Membership Status: [ ] Joining (New Member) [ ] Renewing
Are you a National ACB Lifetime Member? [ ] Yes [ ] No
Are you an ACBI Lifetime Member? [ ] Yes [ ] No

3. PAYMENT & SUBMISSION
Please select your membership level:
Annual Dues: $10.00
ACBI Lifetime Dues: $100.00 (onetime payment)

Instructions:
Make checks payable to ACBI.
Mail this completed form along with your payment to:
ACBI, Attn: Rhett Salisbury, PO Box 2216, Bedford, IN 47421



Please Participate in the 2026 Interstate Auction!
By Pat Tusing

Want to have fun and help ACBI? On March 21 at 7:00 PM, the third Interstate Auction will take place. Funds raised will benefit ACB chapters in Delaware, Georgia, Indiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, Ohio, South Carolina and South Dakota. Also, we will support ACB Media and its many free programs.

We will offer electronics including long-range blue tooth stereo speakers, AN authentic silver Eagle coin, restaurant gift cards, Dillman farms gourmet preserves, unique sour dough bread, homemade knit APPAREL, stunning jewelry and the finest fudge and much more. 

When we all bid up the numerous specialties items the funds support ACBI.  Auction starts at 7:00 PM Eastern Time.  Whether you purchase an item or not, please attend. Registration is coming up fast! You will get Zoom codes the day before. Come and cheer on our Auction  team of Affiliates and enjoy the camaraderie and competition of the bidding. 

Why Join HASC
by Mel Wobschall

Hey there! If you are looking for a community that feels like home, you should definitely check out the Hoosier All State Chapter, or HASC, of the American Council of the Blind. We are a super welcoming group, and the best part is that you don't even have to be physically in Indiana to join us. While we are definitely open to anyone living in the Hoosier State, we also love having folks from outside Indiana who still have some kind of connection to the area.

We make it really easy to get together because we meet over Zoom on the second Tuesday of every month. It is a great way to stay connected without having to worry about travel. Our meetings are always a mix of helpful info and just plain fun. Sometimes we invite guest speakers to chat about the latest technology or services available for blind or low-vision users. Other times, we might just dive into a trivia game or simply spend the evening chatting and catching up with each other.

Joining up does more than just give you a great group of friends to hang out with once a month. Your dues, when collected. go toward supporting HASC, and they also benefit the American Council of the Blind of Indiana and the national American Council of the Blind at large. It is a simple way to give back to the community while gaining a lot of support and knowledge yourself. If you are interested in becoming a member or just want to see what we are all about, you can find more details or get in touch through the American Council of the Blind of Indiana website, www.ACB-Indiana.org. We would love to see you at our next Zoom hangout!

Contact Information for the ACBI Board
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Officers
President: Rita Kersh, Bedford 
812-278-3038, Hoosierrita60@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Deanne Hart, Muncie
765-215-1211, d64hart@outlook.com
Secretary: Mary Stores, Bloomington
812-272-1876, mstores@iu.edu
Treasurer: Rhett Salisbury, Bloomington
812-369-8331, rhett.salisbury@att.net
Past President: Barbara Salisbury, Bloomington
barbara.salisbury@att.net
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Jeff Busch, Bloomington
jrayb73@gmail.com
Don Koors, Indianapolis
donkoors@aol.com
Cliff Goodman, Shoals
clffgoodman@yahoo.com
Kari Goodman, Shoals
klgoodman1976@gmail.com
Jonathan King, Kokomo
jonking5701@gmail.com
Maggie King, Kokomo
magridflea@gmail.com
Cathy Long, Enola, PA
long.cathy1223@gmail.com
Luis Roman, Hammond
romanluis1993@gmail.com
Melissa Wobschall, West Lafayette
mkwobsch@gmail.com
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Circle City: Bill Sparks, Indianapolis
bill@billsparks.org
SCAVI: Cindy Brooking, Mitchell
cindyfleener@yahoo.com
Hoosier All State: Kevin Wobschall, W. Lafayette
Kwobsch@msn.com

