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Subscribe to the ACBI listserv (Indiana-l@acblists.org) by going to www.acblists.org and click on the ACB-Indiana link.
ACBI web site: https://www.acb-indiana.org
ACBI Facebook: www.facebook.com/acbin

Focus is published four times a year: March, June, September, and December.  It is available via e-Mail, in large print, on cassette and PC disk, with special translated file for Braille output.  

Article submissions should be sent to the editor, Mary Stores at mstores@iu.edu by: March 1, June 1, September 1, or November 15.

Edward Stahl narrates the Focus for cassette output.  Don Koors is responsible for the printing and mailing of hard copies, as well as e-mail distribution and cassette duplication and distribution.
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Those much-needed contributions, which are tax-deductible, can be sent to ACBI, Attn: Cindy Brooking, 676 VFW Road, Mitchell, Indiana 47446 or through our website noted above.
Vehicle donations: 1-800-929-8659. You can donate cars, trucks, vans, and boats. Live operators are on hand 7 days a week and it includes free pick-up.

Consider including a gift to ACBI in your Last Will and Testament.
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Christmas time’s a coming, Christmas time’s a coming…

I heard this old song at our Bedford Lions Club Christmas last night and it’s stuck in my head. Are you all ready for Christmas? I’m not quite finished with the details yet, but I’m close.

Our joint state convention was about three weeks ago in Strongsville, Ohio and there were several first timers present, most likely from northern Ohio. I hope we have several first timers next fall in Indianapolis. We did have fifteen ACBI members take part in the convention—ten were in person and five virtual. The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame was a hit with those who went on the tour Friday afternoon. There was a line dancing class that a few of our ACBI members got in on and later there were cards and other games.

On Saturday we had our business meeting, which included our elections. Our new board members are Jeff Busch, Cathy Long and Luis Roman. Our new treasurer is Rhett Salisbury. We welcome them to our board. We also thank Gerry Koors, Earlene Hughes, Pat Tussing and Cindy Brooking for their work on the board. 

The breakout sessions were interesting and interactive. We honored Bill Powell with the Hofstetter Award and Becky Smallwood with the Price Award. Bill zoomed in to say a few words and Becky was there in person and shared her appreciation with us. Tricia, our favorite Blind Girl Designs vendor was our banquet speaker and was excellent. I learned a lot from hearing her story. The auction was interesting with a couple of bidding wars over some technology. Most other items didn’t go for what I thought they would, which was disappointing. ACBI only made $767 on our items.

Sunday morning the non-denominational service was nice with an Ohio member singing. The memorial service was led by Gerry Koors and Dee Ann Hart. We lost four Indiana members in the last year. 

Our group planned to leave after the memorial service, but we were delayed a bit. I think we left the hotel a little after 10:00 a.m. The van trip took about ten hours each way. All of us on the van truly appreciated Cindy being our driver. Without her we wouldn’t have been able to attend in person.

Thanksgiving is behind us and in a few weeks, we’ll celebrate Christmas or whatever winter holiday some take part in. Then we’re on to 2026 and new experiences and activities.

I’ll see you in the spring when it warms up again!
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WYNDHAM INDIANAPOLIS AIRPORT
2544 Executive Drive
Indianapolis, IN  46241
 
Hotel main number/front desk:
317 248 2481 

Our group name: 
"American Council of the Blind of Indiana

Guest Room Rate: $125 plus tax per night
All reservations must be received by the hotel no later than twenty-one (21) days prior to the group’s scheduled arrival date. The reservation cut-off date for our group is 9/17/26. 
On Thursday night October 8 there are rooms set aside for those coming in (e.g., ACB-Ohio Board members and convention planning committee.)  
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Since no one is peaking in any way, shape or form at their holiday presents, I am here to give you a peek at What's coming up at our next two HASC meetings.

In January, we will be talking with a representative from Innosearch about their product and how it can help members of HASC. Innosearch is an AI-powered e-commerce online shopping platform that works with whatever screen reader you are using. You can shop many different products and book flights. If you find most online retailers to have complicated, cluttered web sites, Innosearch might be for you. If you have any questions about the product, or if you have any ideas on how Innosearch can be broadened to help you, HASC or ACB of Indiana in general, the representative would be happy to hear from you.

In February, Mary Stores has agreed to talk tech with us. If you have a tech question or if you'd like to pay her a compliment about how hard she is working to make the world a more accessible place, please join us.

wishing you the best winter solstice, Hanukkah, Christmas, Boxing Day, Kwanzaa, New Year and any other festive holiday I missed! May you enjoy the season with those you love, unless you are celebrating Festivus which, in that case, may you air out all your grievances peacefully.
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Scenario: You hear about a great product or app, and someone suggests you should really try it. You trust your friend, so you download the app or purchase the new gadget, only to find that you have a frustrating experience. You can’t use it, and you miss out on something great because it was not designed with accessibility in mind.

This happened to Sam Seavey of The Blind Life, and he, along with other people from the San Francisco Lighthouse for the Blind, worked with the makers of the Brava smart oven. Once the people at Brava learned that there was a market for people who wanted a smart oven to make cooking easier and people were willing to give feedback in designing the product with accessibility in mind, the company has been enthusiastically working toward that goal. You can hear their 30-minute presentation from the Sight Tech Global conference earlier this year.
 Cooking Up independence: spotlight presentation from Sight Tech Global conference, 2025 

That’s great, you might be thinking. Not everyone runs into a developer or a company who will listen, though, and I live in a small town. What can I do about this? 

I’m so glad you asked this question! The answer is: write a bug report and send it to the support address or other method of contact that the company has listed. 

A bug report will take some time to write up, but the advantage is that by taking the time to write out all the details, you will immediately skip past the tech support people who ask if your device was turned on or if you have the latest update. The bug report will show them that you are smarter than that. 

Below is what a standard bug report might look like. I will fill in examples of what could go in a bug report as well.

Bug Report
· Issue: Unable to rate experience of last visit to the vet because the link text for all of the five images of stars is black star 
· Current behavior: After my vet visit, I received an email asking me to rate my visit on December 11, 2025, to College Mall Veterinary Hospital. There was a list with five links that were graphical images which I read with my screen reader. Each image was announced as “black star.” This made it impossible for me to rate my experience at the vet.
· Expected behavior: People who use assistive technology such as screen readers should be able to successfully rate their experience by activating the appropriately labeled image, such as one star or five stars.
· Impact: This is a blocker, because people are excluded/prevented from successfully performing this task.
· WCAG SC 2.4.4: Link Purpose (In Context) 
· Note: This link takes you to the WCAG (Web Content Accessibility guideline) that is being violated. 
· Steps to recreate:
· Using JAWS, NVDA, Talkback, VoiceOver, open the email sent with the subject line: “How did we do? Please rate your experience at College Mall Veterinary Hospital.”
· Press down-arrow or swipe until you hear the first link announced as black star.
· Press down-arrow or swipe one more time to hear the second link announced as, black star.
· You can repeat this for the remaining links.
· Machine details: iPhone 15, iOS 26.1, Outlook for iOS version 5.2547.0, VoiceOver.
· Recommendations: Ensure that all link text accurately describes the purpose of the link

The final result
It may take a bit to get all the machine details and write up everything. You may not know which guideline to use. Lots of people would be more than willing to help if you ask. When you submit that report which will go to the people who resolve issues, even if they have never met a blind person in their life, they will know how to follow your carefully worded steps to produce the problem on their end. 

I fill out bug reports for work all the time, and I’ve started doing it when I’m not at work as well. I did it for Hallow, the number one Catholic app. It took them a year to respond beyond the standard receipt of the issue. However, when they did respond, it was to let me know that they fixed a lot of the issues, I tested what they fixed and found it to be true. In addition, they started adding transcripts and becoming more aware of other people they might have unintentionally excluded in the beginning. 

Developers usually don’t mind receiving feedback about an issue, but they need to know how to replicate the problem on their end so they can solve it. 
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Each December, I vowed to make Christmas a calm and peaceful experience. I had cut back on nonessential obligations - extensive card writing, endless baking, decorating, and even overspending. Yet still, I found myself exhausted, unable to appreciate the precious family moments, and of course, the true meaning of Christmas.

My son, Nicholas, was in kindergarten that year. It was an exciting season for a six-year-old. For weeks, he'd been memorizing songs for his school’s "Winter Pageant.” 

I didn't have the heart to tell him I'd be working the night of the production. Unwilling to miss his shining moment, I spoke with his teacher. She assured me there’d be a dress rehearsal the morning of the presentation. All parents unable to attend that evening were welcome to come then. Fortunately, Nicholas seemed happy with the compromise.

So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, I filed in ten minutes early, found a spot on the cafeteria floor and sat down. Around the room, I saw several other parents quietly scampering to their seats. As I waited, the students were led into the room. Each class, accompanied by their teacher, sat cross-legged on the floor. Then, each group, one by one, rose to perform their song.

Because the public school system had long stopped referring to the holiday as "Christmas," I didn't expect anything other than fun, commercial entertainment songs of reindeer, Santa Claus, snowflakes and good cheer. So, when my son's class rose to sing, "Christmas Love," I was slightly taken aback by its bold title. 

Nicholas was aglow, as were all of his classmates, adorned in fuzzy mittens, red sweaters, and bright snowcaps upon their heads. Those in the front row- center stage - held up large letters, one by one, to spell out the title of the song. As the class would sing "C is for Christmas," a child would hold up the letter C. Then, "H is for Happy," and on and on, until each child holding up his portion had presented the complete message, "Christmas Love.” 

The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, we noticed her; a small, quiet, girl in the front row holding the letter "M” upside down - totally unaware her letter "M" appeared as a “W". The audience of 1st through 6th graders snickered at this little one's mistake. But she had no idea they were laughing at her, so she stood tall, proudly holding her “W”.” 

Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter continued until the last letter was raised, and we all saw it together. A hush came over the audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, we understood the reason we were there, why we celebrated the holiday in the first place, why even in the chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities. For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear:

"C H R I S T W A S L O V E" “Christ was love.”

Andnd, I believe, He still is. 

Amazed in His presence.... humbled by His love. 
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On Christmas Eve the other night
I saw the most amazing sight,
for them beneath the Christmas tree
was Santa kneeling on his knee.

His countenance was different than
that all-familiar, jolly grin.
his head was bowed, with hand to breast,
and slightly tucked into his vest.

For there in a nativity
 was Jesus and His family.
and as I heard him start to pray.
I listened close to what he'd say:

"Lord, you know that You're the reason.
I take pleasure in this season.
I don't want to take Your place,
but just reflect Your wondrous grace.

I hope you’ll help them understand.
I'm just an ordinary man,
who found a way to do Your will?
by finding kids with needs to fill.

But all those centuries ago,
there was no way for me to know.
that they would make so much of me,
and all the gifts beneath the tree.

They think I have some hidden power.
granted at the midnight hour,
but it is my love for YOU.
inspiring the things I do.

And so, when they begin to open.
gifts for which they have been hoping,
may they give You all the glory,
for You're the One True Christmas story."
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