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President: Barbara Salisbury
812-369-0355
Barbara.salisbury@att.net
Subscribe to the ACBI listserv (Indiana-l@acblists.org) by going to www.acblists.org and click on the ACB-Indiana link.
ACBI Website: http://www.acb-indiana.org
Focus is published four times a year: March, June, September, and December.  It is available via e-Mail, in large print, on cassette and PC disk, with special translated file for Braille output.  Article submissions should be sent to the editor by: March 1, June 1, September 1, or November 15.  
Rita Kersh edits this newsletter and can be contacted at hoosierrita60@gmail.com or 1820 G Street, Bedford, Indiana 47421.
Cheryl Sparks narrates the Focus for cassette output.  Don Koors is responsible for the printing and mailing of hard copies, as well as e-mail distribution and cassette duplication and distribution.
Ways to contribute to the American Council of the Blind of Indiana:
1) Those much-needed contributions, which are tax-deductible, can be sent to ACBI, Attn: Cindy Brooking, 676 VFW Road, Mitchell, Indiana 47446 or through our website noted above.
2) Shop Amazon and support ACBI 
3) Vehicle donations: 1-800-929-8659.  You can donate cars, trucks, vans, and boats.  Live operators are on hand 7 days a week and it includes free pick-up.
4) Consider including a gift to ACBI in your Last Will and Testament.  
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From Your President

By Barbara Salisbury

Dear ACBI members:

Hope this edition of the President’s Letter finds you well and enjoying the first temps of autumn, and the quiet sounds that comes with fall as nature settles in for winter.  You can probably tell, I love this time of year!

We are preparing to attend our joint convention with ACB Ohio, scheduled for the Halloween weekend, hosted by ACBO, and held in Columbus, OH.  We will also be holding our annual auction at the convention, so if you have any items to donate for this fundraiser, please contact Lynn Powers, our auction chair, at: powlynn@gmail.com.  If you have any door prizes to donate, please let Lynn know this, as well.  Oh, and if attending the convention, you may want to bring along a fun Halloween hat, sweater or some fun Halloween item to help make our auction fun as we stir the cauldron of fundraising for ACBI, and ACBO!  (I’ve got my Halloween hat, and also one for my new guide dog, Alaska!)

Additionally, please read on in this edition of Focus for a detailed convention article written by Rita Kersh.  I think you will find some fun activities and learning opportunities at this year’s fall ACBI/ACBO joint convention.  Note: as we are living in very fluid times, it is wise to stay connected for any updates regarding in person events.  So, please stay in touch with our website www.acb-indiana.org and the Indiana email list for any announcements.  

At our convention business meeting, we will be considering several amendments to our constitution and bylaws.  These have been shared on the Indiana list, and are highlighted in this edition of Focus.  Additionally, I would like to thank the nominating committee, chaired by Regina Vonderhaar, for their work in assembling the slate for this year’s elections.  We will be electing officers, as well as board of directors.  If you have any questions regarding our convention business meeting, please contact me at: Barbara.salisbury@att.net.

Next month, October, we will mark one year of holding Information Station calls, and our topic will be mobility apps as it will be white cane month.  Also, our webmaster has posted several Information Station podcasts on our website, so please check them out and let us know what you think!  Go to www.acb-indiana.org.  We have also been very proactive to plan out through January for our upcoming Information Station calls, so please check this list out as you read on in this edition of Focus.

Lastly, I would like to thank all that participated in our Fiftieth Anniversary celebration weekend!  It was exactly what I hoped it would be, a time to connect with old friends and make new ones!  We don’t have enough of this opportunity as we are scattered throughout Indiana.  Read on in this edition for an article about our celebration and a bit about our history.  We will also have an article about our anniversary highlighted in the November edition of the ACB Braille Forum, so watch for that!  Thanks to all that helped put this information together.  When we all get to know each other and work together collaboratively, we can then truly make anything happen!

50th Anniversary Celebration for ACBI

By Don Koors, Deanna Austin, Rita Kersh

2021 marked the 50th anniversary of ACB of Indiana. What better way to celebrate then a picnic at Brown County State Park near Nashville, Indiana? 

Thirty-five people gathered on August 21st, 2021, to celebrate ACB of Indiana’s 50 years of providing advocacy, support, and education to individuals who are blind or visually impaired.  The group met in an enclosed shelter where we all enjoyed a nice picnic lunch of fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, baked beans, potato salad, cole slaw, and green beans.  While people were going through the food line, we awarded door prizes to ten lucky people.

After lunch we sang “Happy Anniversary to ACB of Indiana” and enjoyed our anniversary cupcakes.  We finished our formal celebration with a dessert auction where $300.00 was raised!  A homemade pecan pie made by our president went for $90!

Many individuals left for a bit to check out the nature center while some stayed behind to enjoy the shade.  A few played Uno, sat in lawn chairs talking, or took a nap.  Some of our younger guests had a great time playing at the playground across the road.

In the evening many were able to eat together either at the Abe Martin Dining Room or in downtown Nashville.  The ones staying at the lodge ended the evening with fun times and laughter in the lounge.  Some members even took in the indoor waterpark at the lodge for a splash.  

The committee and president would like to thank our sponsor The Literacy Project, all the participants for coming out, the tremendous number of helpers that we had throughout the event and we want to thank the ACB of Indiana board for their support.  We hope you all have a wonderful rest of the year. 

“Stirring the Cauldron of Knowledge”: Theme for ACBO-ACBI Convention

By Rita Kersh
Join fellow ACB members at this year’s joint state convention in Columbus, Ohio during Halloween weekend, October 29-31, 2021.

The location is the Crowne Plaza Columbus North – Worthington, 6500 Doubletree Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43229.  Room reservations can be made by calling 614-885-1885 option #2 and use the code “AC8”.  Room rates per night are $122.20 with tax.  The hotel would like reservations to be made by October 7 if possible.
Our registration fee for the convention will be $80.00, which includes: 
· Breakfast, lunch, Saturday evening banquet, and Sunday morning breakfast.

· Workshop presentations discussing accessible technology, accessible medical equipment, advocacy, and more.

· Connecting with vendors in the exhibit hall.

· Participating in the annual auction, Friday night trivia activity, and keynote address given by ACB member and CEO and Founder of Accessible Avenue LLC, Ron Brooks.

· Door prize drawings, and more.

To register to attend the 2021 ACB-Ohio Conference and Convention in person, fill out and submit the form at the following link:

acbohio.org/convention/registration-form
Although we will make every effort to provide streaming options and Zoom attendance for breakout sessions, voting will be limited to those attending in person due to time and technical constraints. After successfully submitting the form, you will be directed to PayPal to pay securely with a credit card or PayPal account. If you need assistance, contact the ACB Ohio office at (614) 261-3561 or email acbo.director@gmail.com.
If anyone has an auction item, please let Lynn Powers know at mailto:powlynn@gmail.com ASAP.  We’re also accepting door prizes from individuals and chapters which can be given to one of our ACBI board members who will be attending the convention.

There will be some transportation available depending on where you live or if you can get to a pickup point.  If you need a ride, please let one of the officers know.  We look forward to a great convention and want you to be a part!
ACBI Annual Business Meeting

By Rita Kersh

During the ACBO-ACBI convention, we’ll hold our annual business meeting Saturday morning, October 30, and there will be lots of business to take care of.  
One item of business will be our election of officers and board members who will begin their terms on January 1, 2022.  The nomination committee has completed their slate of nominees and they are as follows:
* President-Rita Kersh
* Vice-president-Kari Goodman
* Secretary-Michelle Hahn
* Treasurer-Cindy Brooking will remain in her position
* Two-year board (Michelle Hahn’s position)-Deanna Austin
* Three-year board positions-Regina Vonderhaar (2nd term), Melissa Wobschal (2nd term) and Mary Stores (1st term)  
As always, nominations can be made from the floor during elections.
We also have some proposed Constitution & Bylaws changes to be voted on.  These proposed changes are:

Proposed Constitution & Bylaw changes to be considered at the 2021 convention business meeting, October 30, 2021

Article II. Purpose

Throughout this article, the phrase “and persons with low vision” will be added to follow the word “blind”.  

The remainder of the document will be edited to be consistent with this language.

Article III. Membership, Voting and Dues

(Existing language)

B. Each member in good standing attending a regular convention shall be entitled to one vote.  

(Proposed language to reflect the possible need for electronic/remote voting)
1. In an in-person regular convention set by this organization where there are no participants voting remotely such as e-mail, analogue telephone, smart phone or any electronic voting system, persons in attendance shall vote secretly using paper ballots.

2. In a regular convention set by this organization where all participants use a virtual voting system, such as e-mail, analogue telephone, smart phone, an electronic or virtual voting system to vote, ACBI shall utilize the most practical and accessible system to permit voting by secret ballot. 
3. In a regular convention set by the organization as a hybrid meeting, participants attending in person shall vote by secret paper ballot, and those voting remotely shall vote by secret ballot using an accessible virtual voting system such as e-mail, analogue telephone, smart phone, any electronic or virtual voting system to vote remotely

Bylaws:

3. Duties of Officers.

(Existing content)

A. The president shall be responsible for the supervision of all employees of this organization and for the selection and dismissal of all employees of this organization except for professional staff subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.

(To be added to this article)  
The president shall also be responsible for signing, on behalf of the organization, all documents and contracts, including contracts involving monetary transactions approved by the Board of Directors.  The treasurer may be appointed by the president to sign if the president is not available at the time of required signage.

(To be added at the end of the Bylaws)
8. Code of Conduct

The American Council of the Blind of Indiana (hereinafter referred to as ACBI) is committed to maintaining the integrity of its events by creating a welcoming, professional, safe, and respectful environment for all who attend and/or participate in its events.  The term "events" shall include conferences, meetings, and functions, whether in person or virtual, or any other gatherings sponsored or convened by ACBI. 

All participants at ACBI events are required to adhere to this Code of Conduct policy as drafted and adopted by the ACBI membership in convention.  This policy defines prohibited conduct as including, but not limited to: 

· unwelcome verbal, visual, or physical conduct on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, age, national origin, disability, genetic information, gender identification, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic protected by applicable law, or; 

· disrespectful, offensive and/or threatening conduct, verbal abuse, stalking, bullying, violence, or intimidation.  

Any person who believes that he or she has experienced or witnessed behavior prohibited by this policy should report the conduct to the ACBI officers (president, vice-president, secretary, or treasurer). 

Upon receipt of an allegation reported under this policy, ACBI will investigate, and the ACBI officers will thereafter determine what, if any, action will be taken based on the circumstances.  Such action may include banning the individual from the event where the conduct is determined to have occurred, and any future events. 

Nothing in this policy shall limit or preclude the free exchange of ideas and/or opinions so long as such exchange does not involve threats or other prohibited behavior as defined in this policy.
We hope to have a good number of ACBI members present at our annual business meeting to vote on the important items put forward for your consideration.
Upcoming Information Station Schedule

As you all probably know by now, the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. ET we have our ACBI Information Station Zoom call.  Each month covers a different topic and most times we invite a speaker to join us on these calls.  We requested your ideas and here is the schedule for the next four months:
October - Orientation and Mobility (still waiting on confirmation for speaker)

November - ACB Family Connections

December - Christmas Social Hour

January - ACB Get Up and Get Moving campaign
Please check the Indiana e-mail list for Zoom information and join us on our future calls!

SCAVI news

By Rich Vonderhaar
As I write this on the last day of August, I can’t help but reflect on how fast this summer has gone.  I hope all of our readers have had a fun and active summer.

The South Central Association of the Visually Impaired has continued to rebound well during the various ups and downs of the pandemic.  While many chapters have chosen not to meet in person, we began doing so early last summer and have been fortunate enough to keep that going.  
In June we had a fun and well-attended picnic on a very pretty day.  Our members and guests really enjoyed the good food and spending an afternoon together talking and laughing just like old times.  Since the picnic was in late June, we did not meet in July.  In August our speaker was Heather Beasley from the Supporting People in Need, “SPIN” program which assists the homeless and needy.  She gave a very interesting presentation.  The weekend of August 21, ten of our members attended the ACBI 50th anniversary picnic.  We all had fun seeing old friends and making new ones.  Many of our folks brought friends and family members.  The committee members who coordinated the event as well as those who set up the room, served food and cleaned up afterwards did an outstanding job.  Finally, our September meeting will be for planning our chili supper scheduled for October 9 at the First Baptist Church in Bedford.  Let us know if you’d like tickets!

Indianapolis runner competing in Tokyo Paralympics

By Stephanie Wade, WRTV

Posted Aug 24, 2021

The Paralympic flame is burning brightly in Tokyo.  The games began on Tuesday in the same stadium that hosted the opening and closing ceremonies of the Olympics just weeks ago.  Among the athletes who will be competing is a runner from Indianapolis.

INDIANAPOLIS — The Tokyo Paralympics began Tuesday, and there's a local runner from Indianapolis competing in the games.  Noah Malone, 19, is one of the few legally blind Division 1 track athletes in the country.

“It’s an unreal experience so far,” Malone said.  “It’s so cool seeing a different culture like this.”

Malone arrived in Tokyo a few weeks ago to begin training for the 2020 Paralympics.

“Such a unique situation that we’re in. It’s almost like a once in a lifetime opportunity,” he said.

On Thursday, he will compete in the 100 and 400 meter dash, representing the United States.

“It means a lot,” Malone said.  “It’s definitely a huge honor being able to represent our country and wear USA across our chest when we run.”

A runner his entire life, at 13 years old his life changed forever.

“It was actually sudden,” he described.  “Like really sudden.”

He was diagnosed with a vision condition that strips away his central vision, leaving him only with his peripheral vision.

“It comes about for most people around 13, 12 or something like that, early teens,” he said.

His condition is stable now.  He’s still able to run, but he has some challenges.

“Just like, look at the lines at an angle so I’m not looking at them directly on so I can run up my lane,” Malone said.  “But once I do that, honestly, everything is the same as anybody else.”

“That’s why Noah is such a great story because he’s breaking down those barriers, he’s breaking down those misconceptions about what people can do if they lose their vision,” Jeffrey Mittman, Bosma Enterprises CEO said.

Malone also participated in a student training and employment program with Bosma Enterprises that he credits for building his confidence and being able to achieve his goals.  Bosma is the largest employer of those who are blind or visually impaired in Indiana, providing rehabilitation services in all 92 counties, plus job training and work opportunities.

“You’re trying to show the possible, show them what’s possible,” Mittman said.  “So, you’re giving them the skills and the confidence they need to go forward in life.  We help them with orientation and mobility, we help with technology, we help with those things that they can take on forward.  Noah can take this on to his athletic career, his academic career, and eventually his professional career.  We are just trying to help them to be successful in life.”

“If you have something that motivates you or inspires you, there’s always a way to get it done. Whether you lose your vision or whatever the case may be.   Paralympics just so happens to be the platform that I can do that on,” Malone added. “So there’s always a way to achieve your goals no matter what.”

Editor’s Note: Noah Malone won two silver medals in his first Paralympics.
Contact Information for 2021 Board of Directors
Officers:

President: Barbara Salisbury, Bloomington

812-369-0355, Barbara.salisbury@att.net

Vice-president: Rita Kersh, Bedford 

812-278-3038, Hoosierrita60@gmail.com 

Secretary: Kari Goodman, Mitchell

812-276-7646, klgoodman1976@gmail.com

Treasurer: Cindy Brooking, Mitchell
812-797-2185, cindyfleener@yahoo.com 

Past president: Lynn Powers, Indianapolis

powlynn@gmail.com 
Directors: 

Mike Adams, Bloomington

zumadams-hsg@yahoo.com
Ted Boardman, Bloomington

tedboardman@yahoo.com

Michelle Hahn, Bloomington

michellekhahn@gmail.com
Deanne Hart, Muncie

d64hart@outlook.com

Gerry Koors, Indianapolis

Gerrykoors@aol.com

Bill Sparks, Indianapolis

bill@billsparks.org
Regina Vonderhaar, Bedford

rvonderhaar@att.net
Vicky Western, Columbia City

vwestern9@gmail.com
Mellissa Wobschall, West Lafayette

mkwobsch@gmail.com
Chapter Representatives:
Circle City: John Huffman
j73.huffman@comcast.net

Heartland Association: Mary Stores
mstores@indiana.edu
SCAVI: Dolly Sowder, Bedford
mdsowder90@sbcglobal.net

NOTE: Mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product of service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.
RENEWAL/MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Cindy Brooking, 676 VFW Road, Mitchell, Indiana 47446, along with the following information:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _(____)_____________________________________________________
E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________
Occupation: ____________________________________________________________
Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
Blind or visually impaired? ___ yes ___no
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ACB of Indiana


                    Free Matter For

Attn: Donald Koors                                          The Blind                                                  

5885 North Central Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN 46220-2509
July-September 2021
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