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Subscribe to the ACBI listserv (Indiana-l@acblists.org) by going to www.acblists.org and click on the ACB-Indiana link. 
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Focus is published four times a year: March, June, September and December.  It is available via e-Mail, in large print, on cassette and PC disk, with special translated file for Braille output.  Article submissions should be sent to the editor by: March 1, June 1, September 1 or November 15.  

Rita Kersh edits this newsletter and can be contacted at hoosierrita60@gmail.com or 1820 G St., Bedford, IN  47421.
Cheryl Sparks narrates the Focus for cassette output.  Don Koors is responsible for the printing and mailing of hard copies, as well as e-mail distribution and cassette duplication and distribution.

Ways to contribute to the American council of the Blind of Indiana

1) Those much-needed contributions, which are tax-deductible, can be sent to ACBI, Attn: Rich Vonderhaar, 633 T St., Bedford, IN  47421 or through our website noted above.
2) Shop Amazon and support ACBI by going to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0958471
3)  Vehicle donations-- 1-800-929-8659.  You can donate cars, trucks, vans and boats.  Live operators on hand 7 days a week and free pick up.
4)  Consider including a gift to ACBI in your Last Will and Testament.  
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From Your President

Convention, DKM First Timer ACBI award winner, and Edie Huffman’s Angel Wall memorium

By Barbara Salisbury

Dear ACBI fellow member:

I am writing to you today with immediate thoughts of our national ACB convention to be held this year in Rodchester, NY.  I know of several folks that are planning to attend, seven from Indianapolis Circle City chapter, and 4 from Bloomington Heartland chapter.  If you’ve never attended a national ACB conference and convention, you just have to have this experience!  And, next year, 2020, is the year for you!  It will be held in the Chicago area, in our backyard, so put it on your calendar!

Additionally, we had two outstanding ACBI members apply this year for the DKM First Timer’s Award, for any ACB member that has never attended a national convention with ACB, and I had the pleasure of writing their letters of reference.  And to top it all off! One of these members was chosen as the DKM First Timer from the east, Ted Boardman from Bloomington, Heartland Association of ACBI.  Congratulations Ted!  You can more properly be introduced to Ted in this edition of the Focus On ACBI Membership Spotlight, so please read on for this article.

Many of you know that we lost our dear Edie Huffman early this year.  An effort was made to have Edie’s memory represented on the Angel Wall at our national convention, and gratefully, the donation threshold for this honor was met.  Thanks to our donors for making this a reality. If you would like to donate to the Angel Wall in Edie’s memory, please contact the national ACB office. 

Finally, keep our joint convention with ACB Ohio on your immediate front burner!  It will be held this year, Nov. 15th through the 17th.  ACB Ohio is in the driver’s seat for planning this year, and ACB Indiana will be back up front for 2020.  Kari Goodman has been representing us on every convention planning call and has an all things convention article in this edition of The Focus, so thanks Kari!  Read on for this article and stay tuned to our website www.acb-indiana.org for more convention information!   

Happy Summer!

Membership Spotlight

By Barbara Salisbury

Fellow ACBI members, may I introduce Ted Boardman, a member of the Bloomington chapter, the Heartland Association of ACBI.  Ted has been a member of ACB and ACBI for nearly 10 years and has been an active member of the Bloomington chapter for all this time, serving as the chapter secretary, and instrumental in the founding of the Heartland Association of ACBI and in writing its constitution and bylaws.  He also serves the chapter as representative on the state Board of Directors and on the state organization’s technology and website committee.

Ted works at IU as the Information Technology Manager for the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at Indiana University, and manages the computing infrastructure at the Judson Mead Geological Field Station in Montana.  Starting this spring, he has been working part-time as a co-investigator in a project designed to enhance the screen reading experience for people who are blind and vision impaired. 

Ted’s hobbies include playing the piano, writing fiction, developing websites and mobile apps, and occasionally getting outside to enjoy nature.

Additionally, as it was mentioned in the President’s Letter in this edition of The Focus, Ted is a DKM First Timer recipient from the east for this year’s ACB national conference and convention.  If you have any questions for Ted, or would like to make further contact, you can reach him at tedboardman@yahoo.com.  

2019 Convention

By Kari Goodman

The 2019 joint ACB-Ohio and ACB-Indiana Conference and Convention will take place at the Crowned Plaza Columbus North hotel in Columbus, Ohio November 15 through 17.  The program committee is hard at work putting together workshops and speakers. The committee is working on planning a tour of the statehouse as an outing for Friday afternoon.  An interesting feature of the Ohio Statehouse is a tactile map of the state on the floor of the rotunda.  The theme this year is “Breaking Down Barriers” and Linda Leuderman of Women at Risk will present the keynote address. 

Workshop topics include:

•
Restaurant and Grocery Delivery service apps: this session will focus on the various apps and services available to order food and groceries online and the accessibility of each app.

•
STABLE accounts: Stable accounts provide tax-deferred and tax-free savings to help pay for qualified expenses for individuals with disabilities.  For more information for the state of Ohio visit stableaccount.com.  The Indiana program is known as INvestABLE Indiana.  To learn more about the Indiana program you can call 1-888-609-3457 or e-mail in.clientservice@savewithable.com.    
•
Cutting the Cord:  This session will present options for getting television and movies without the traditional systems.  For example, Hulu, Netflix and Amazon Prime offer different services to stream TV and movies.  The session will cover different options and discuss the accessibility of each one.

•
Additional sessions: essential oils, vision enhancement glasses, health insurance information and more.    

The program committee is excited to finish up the itinerary and get registration open soon.  To make reservations for the ACBO-ACBI convention, call either 614-885-1885 or 866-309-1866; choose option 2 and use code BLI to get the special room rate.

Stay tuned for more updates on this year’s joint convention on our website www.acb-indiana.org, and to learn the hotel location of the 2020 joint convention, announcement to be released this fall.  The 2020 joint convention will be held in Indiana, and ACBI will be in the driver’s seat for planning this one.  So, be thinking now of ways in which you can help in planning 2020!

Circle City Chapter News

By Gerry Koors

As I write this the weather has cleared enough that the sun is in and out.  Summer is close so hope you have a good one.  The year is flying by so fast.  The older we get the faster it goes.  

The January meeting was canceled because of the death of Edie Huffman that week.  The speaker who was to come in February came in March instead.  

Our program for March was Stephany Fultz from Central Indiana Council on Aging.  They provide a number of programs for people in need.  The services are for people 60 and older.  

In April we attended a play at IRT called Amber Waves.  It was audio described which they do one Sunday for each show for the season.  

In May which was our last meeting of the season until fall, Deanna Austin talked to us about her work at the Veteran’s Hospital.  She works with veterans who are blind or visually impaired.

We now look forward to our annual summer picnic in August. 

Have a great summer and I leave you with this thought: Confidence on the outside begins by living with integrity on the inside.                     

Heartland Association Chapter News

By Ted Boardman

Our May chapter meeting was attended by 15 individuals and featured several updates by chapter members.  We are happy to welcome a new chapter member, Kathy Tappero and her husband Paul. They are both very friendly and interested in our activities.  They are already contributing by placing together a wine basket for our auction this fall at the joint state convention with Ohio.

Barbara Salisbury reported on her work with the Council for Community Accessibility about a ride-sharing workshop.  The long-planned event brought together city and county transportation decision-makers, riders, a driver and a representative from UBER to talk about the future of ride-sharing in Monroe County.  The keynote speaker was Judy Stanley from the National Center for Mobility Management (NCMM).  Several chapter members attended the workshop and Christopher Baskins and Ted Boardman were on a panel discussion as rider representatives.

Mary Stores and Sherry Wells shared their experience providing in-person feedback on tactile maps for the Devils Tower national park site.  This type of feedback is routinely sought by the National Center on Accessibility (www.ncaonline.org), which works in cooperation with the National Park Service and Indiana University to promote access and inclusion for people with disabilities in parks, recreation, and tourism facilities.  Mary and Sherry felt their feedback was appreciated.

Ted Boardman reported to the membership what the application process to apply for the ACB Durward K. McDaniel First Timer’s Award was like.  He will do a full report after he attends the ACB National Convention in July.

We are planning a restaurant social for our July meeting, and a cookout at Vince Ross' farm in Owen County for the fall.  Vince's hospitality was greatly appreciated when we visited his farm a few years ago. 

The chapter also discussed visiting an assistive living facility for a meeting to reach people experiencing vision loss, to introduce them to some resources and tell them about the work of ACB.

SCAVI Chapter News

By Rich Vonderhaar

After an unusually cold and snowy winter in central Indiana, our members were looking forward to spring weather so they could participate in our activities.  While we were fortunate enough to meet in January, February and March, attendance was a bit down due to weather which is to be expected.

In April we had a night out at Papas restaurant in Bedford.  Our May meeting featured Rhonda Bozikis, a visually impaired lady who spoke about her career and life experiences.  In June we had our picnic.  All three events were well attended.

Most of our members are older individuals who have lost vision late in life.  These social functions provide them a means to get out and enjoy life again and often help them enjoy getting out in other areas of their lives as well.  Vision loss sometimes causes folks not to circulate, and we try to bridge that gap.  We also picked up two new members.

Bosma Enterprises Offering Vision Rehab 101

Rehabilitation training is a must for a person who recently experienced vision loss.  

Obtaining basic living skills helps build a person’s confidence.  It also ensures they will be able to live safely in their own homes and communities.  People who are newly blinded are often unaware of what resources available, and many are unsure of how they are going to take care of themselves or their families.  What if there was no way to obtain these basic skills?  

Thanks for a donation from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust, Bosma Enterprises is now able to offer a week-long, intensive training program which aims to serve groups of people who do not qualify for traditional VR services.  

Vision Rehab 101 teaches necessary life skills including: 

•
Adaptive technology

•
Low vision aid training

•
Orientation and mobility 

•
Communications 

•
Independent living skills 

Bosma Enterprises continues to offer The Bosma Vision Rehab 101 class that is one week in length.  The classes are intended for individuals that are not eligible to participate in any other comprehensive independent living skills-based training that are normally sponsored by the Vocational Rehabilitation Services of the State of Indiana.  Since the class is only one week in duration, some adjustments were made in the curriculum that differs from the regular comprehensive training program.  Each student will be given 36 hours of group instruction.  Time constraints also limit the amount of “one on one” training possible.  The classes are intended for more information/resource transference and are at least something where there are no other training opportunities available.                                                                                                                             The participants are also exposed to several social opportunities to share their concerns and aspirations with other like affected individuals.  They enjoy the evening of games, attending a described audio first run movie and even a live sing along.  There is no cost to any of the participants.  They stay at very nice extended stay hotel and all meals and transportation are provided.  The one strict rule is that each participant must be independent in taking care of any medical conditions that they might have.                                                                                        If you or someone you know is interested in participating in the Vision Rehab 101 program, please contact Abby Villines at 317-704-8240 or abbyk@bosma.org.      

3D Portraits Give Blind Students a Feel of Their Faces 

A blind student feels her 3D portrait. (WTHR Photo/Rich Nye) 

Rich Nye 

Published: May 23rd, 2019 - 6:39pm (EDT)

INDIANAPOLIS (WTHR) – A hallway at the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired is filled with senior class pictures and photographs that the students can't enjoy themselves.

But for the first time, the class of 2019 has senior portraits they can experience. 3D printed portraits are allowing graduating students to feel their faces on two-third scale models.

The students touched the model faces for the first time Thursday afternoon before graduation rehearsal.

"It looks like me,” said one student, running her fingers across the replica of her face. “It's just really cool and I like it."

"Just like me right there,” said a boy holding his 3D portrait. “It's got everything with the eyes, nose, mouth, eyebrows."

Kristina Roberts from Middlebury, Indiana, is headed to Ball State to study social work and education.

Roberts went completely blind a few months after birth because of detached retinas and optic nerve damage. But Roberts "sees" with her hands.

"I think that's it's really cool, the way that it captures all of the different angles and stuff,” said Roberts as she felt her 3D portrait for the first time. “Because when you see certain statues or things like that, it doesn't capture it exactly. I think that this does a really good job. Rather than like having some sort of blank piece of photo paper, at least that's what is seems like to me, I'll have some actual model that I can say, 'Wow! This was me my senior year.'"

The Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired uses a 3D printer to help students learn through touching models.

"A picture's worth a thousand words. Well, we have found that a 3D object is worth a thousand pictures,” said Indiana School for the Blind & Visually Impaired Superintendent Jim Durst. “It has really expanded and enhanced the educational opportunities for our students."

The IUPUI School of Informatics and Computing produced the 3D faces. Professor Steven Mannheimer has conducted research at the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired for a dozen years.

"To be given an opportunity to work with these kids and hopefully discover something that improves their lives and tells us something larger about human understanding, human cognition, human perception - that's incredibly satisfying,” said Mannheimer.

The Class of 2019 graduates on Friday with a feeling no class before them has ever known.

Have Older Blind Programs Fallen Through the Cracks?

By Rita Kersh

About a year ago, I was asked to serve on the Older Individuals who are Blind-Technical Assistance Center advisory council along with several others from around the country who work with or associate with older blind groups.  Included on this advisory council is our own John Huffman.  I was asked to represent people who are older deaf-blind, and John represents the ACB special interest affiliate Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss.

The Older Individuals who are Blind Technical Assistance Center is a development of the National Research & Training Center on Blindness and Low Vision (NRTC) at Mississippi State University, focused on agencies serving older individuals who are blind (OIB). This grant (#H177Z150003) is funded by the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) under the U.S. Department of Education.

My purpose in introducing OIB-TAC to our readers is to highlight an opportunity to sign up for the quarterly electronic newsletter and social media, and the resources page at www.oib-tac.org.  The site has some great resources, such as tips for using Alexa.  So, visit the website and check out what tips, resources, news and more can be found. 

Xavier Society for the Blind Update

Xavier Society for the Blind is pleased to announce that our conversion to digital talking book format is now complete and we have added some popular titles on cartridge to our library!  These books can be played on the talking book machines provided by the National Library Service.  With an existing catalog of over 1,500 braille and audio titles, Xavier Society for the Blind provides inspirational, spiritual and religious reading materials in braille and audio to the blind and visually impaired community of faithful free of charge.  One of our primary objectives is to choose new titles which will appeal to a larger audience and we hope that the combination of more appealing titles and the digital talking book format will allow us to reach many more people.  Adding titles in Spanish is a key objective as well.  For more information, including how to register for our materials, please visit our website xaviersocietyfortheblind.org or call us at 800-637-9193.  We look forward to serving many more patrons in new and innovative ways!

How Being Blinded in an Accident Made Brian Charlson’s Life Better

Article Link: https://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2018/10/18/how-being-blinded-kitchen-accident-made-brian-charlson-life-better/YEwckHVyvUR6h7juVxwXJP/story.html?event=event25&fbclid=IwAR0IAb7ct-rOjMzC1ut6oHmkwFPl5tZ1JnQSPNQ4GVp1esHCrnqEqL03VRY

Brian Charlson’s life changed forever on an afternoon long ago when he was alone in his family’s kitchen.  Like many 11-year-old boys, he enjoyed experimenting with stuff.  So he poured baking soda and vinegar into a glass bottle, screwed on the cap, and was ready to throw it into the blueberry bushes outside when it exploded in his face, glass flying everywhere.  He woke up in the hospital with bandaged eyes.

“I had now entered the world as a blind person,” Charlson says.  He didn’t lose all of his vision at once, but medical complications took the rest of his sight by the time he was 21.

For many people, the accident would have been devastating. But Charlson, 62, credits it to turning his life around for the better.  He buckled down and studied, became class president, and was on the debate and wrestling team.

“And in the rehabilitation world, in order to get services, you have to declare your future profession,” Charlson says.  Because he had long been politically active, he said his vocational goal was to become governor of Oregon, where he lived with his parents and four siblings at the time of the accident.

Charlson never became governor of Oregon, but he is a force for change.  As a vocal advocate for accessibility, he’s proud of meeting Presidents Bush and Clinton, having lunch with Prince Charles of England, and testifying before Congress.

“Blindness improved my life.  Now I’m a big cheese in a little pond,” says Charlson, whose varied work resume includes work as a state Senate aide, assembling kidney machines, canning green beans, and running a cafeteria.  Many years ago, he moved to Boston with his wife, Kim Charlson, library director at Perkins School for the Blind. Then he literally collided with another blind person while getting off a bus in Kenmore Square.  They dusted each other off, introduced themselves, and Charlson’s new acquaintance told him about a part-time teaching job at Carroll Center for the Blind in Newton.

That was 30 years ago, and now Charlson is director of technology at the Carroll Center, helping hundreds of visually impaired people with technology training, either by teaching them new skills or by helping them adapt to a career they already are in.

The Globe spoke with Charlson about assistive technology solutions.

“My parents had a strong work ethic, and despite the fact that 70 percent of the visually impaired are unemployed, even after the accident I was expected to perform.

“The day I was blinded, my mother was off at her bowling league, where her best friend happened to be totally blind — and a better bowler than my mother.  So there were high expectations of what a blind person can do.

“I was always the little organizer of other kids, and when I ran for student government in junior high, my slogan was: He walks softly but carries a big stick.

“I attended Willamette University in Salem, Ore., and the campus was across the street from the state Capitol.  I met a lot of legislators and did work for the blind commission.  While there, I also kept running into the woman who would later become my wife.  She thought I was coming over to check out politics, but there was a 50/50 chance I was also wanting to see her.  Now, years later, we have been honored for our mutual advocacy work; hers with literacy, and mine, technology.

“Instead of the very specialized — and costly — hardware used in the past, I’ve helped companies like Google, Microsoft, and AT&T make laptops and smartphones more user-friendly for people like me.

“At the Carroll Center, many of [the] adults we see are blinded later in life.  You’d be surprised at the ways folks can become blind.  There are disease and genetic causes, as well as cases related to drugs, premature birth, roadside bombs, failed suicide attempts, accidents on the job.

“One man, who owned a Christmas tree farm, was blinded when a chain snapped, whipping him across the face and crushing his optic nerve. They want to return to work, manage their lives, change jobs, or continue doing their current role.

“I find pleasure in bringing technology to help others like me.  I’m always aware that I’m part of the blind community, as well as a provider of services to them.  Occasionally, this has caused a bit of double vision, but I think everyone has benefited.”

Contact Information for 2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers: 
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Secretary: Kari Goodman, Mitchell

812-276-7646, klgoodman1976@gmail.com
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Directors: 
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Cindy Brooking, Mitchell
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Chapter Representatives
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Heartland Association: Ted Boardman, Bloomington
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NOTE: Mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product of service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.
RENEWAL/MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Rich Vonderhaar, 633 T St., Bedford, IN  47421, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____) ____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
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