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ACBI Website: https://www.acb-indiana.org

Focus is published four times a year: March, June, September and December.  It is available via e-Mail, in large print, on cassette, and PC disk, with special translated file for Braille output.  Article submissions should be sent to the editor by: March 1, June 1, September 1 or November 15.  

Rita Kersh edits this newsletter and can be contacted at hoosierrita60@gmail.com or 1820 G St., Bedford, IN  47421.
Cheryl Sparks narrates the Focus for cassette output.  Don Koors is responsible for the printing and mailing of hard copies, as well as e-mail distribution and cassette duplication and distribution.

Contribute to the American council of the Blind of Indiana

Those much-needed contributions, which are tax-deductible, can be sent to ACBI, Attn: Rich Vonderhaar, 633 T St., Bedford, IN  47421.
Consider including a gift to ACBI in your Last Will and Testament.  
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From Your President

By Barbara Salisbury
Dear ACBI fellow members:

  It’s the end of summer, and it has flown!  Fall is upon us, and our 2018 convention!  Please check out all the convention information in this newsletter, or on our website www.acb-indiana.org.  It promises to be the best convention yet!

  I’ve been busy this summer, as everyone else has with the usual summer activities, but I also attended the ACB national conference and convention in St. Louis, along with several other folks from our organization.  There are many things people can say about the ACB national gathering I.E. the many vendors, amazing speakers, award winners, the raucous auction and other fun activities, dedicated volunteers/supporters, and much more, but what always strikes me is the incredible energy.  It’s not only the vibrancy of the convention, but the individual energy and commitment of the people that make up this organization!  ACB has always been, and continues today, to be on the cutting edge of advancing technology and legislation that ultimately makes a significant difference in the lives of the blindness community.  

  It’s important to remember that we, ACBI, are part of a greater organization.  At our convention this fall, we will shine the light on some of the ways our national organization is on the main stage of making the difference, and ways we can partner to help make that difference.  You will find our little spotlights throughout the convention weekend, and they will peak your interest to know more!  But, you have to be there to see the Light!

  There is always room to grow and always will be places to improve, it’s that way with any organization, but when we as individuals give our time and support to the cause, ACB and ACBI will remain vibrant!  Check out your Braille Forum for all this year’s ACB summer convention details, and this edition of the Focus for ACBI’s fall convention.    

Deadlines Approaching for ACBI-ACBO Joint Convention

By Rita Kersh, Chair, Convention Planning Committee
  Your convention planning committee has been working very hard to make this year’s joint convention with Indiana and Ohio a huge success.  This has been a partnership between ACB-Indiana and ACB-Ohio planning committee members to pull off this event.

  There are a couple of deadlines you need to be aware of…if you plan to stay at the Waterfront Hotel, please call 317-299-8400 using code “Council of the Blind” to make your reservations.  The room rate is $95.00 (plus tax) per night for single or double.  The deadline for making room reservations at the convention rate is October 5, 2018. 

  The location is the Waterfront Hotel & Conference Center, 2930 Waterfront Parkway W. Dr., Indianapolis 46214.

  A convention Registrations form is located at the end of this newsletter and must be sent in by October 15.

  In this newsletter I have included everything you may need to know about our convention weekend.
  Remember, if you choose to register online, go to acb-indiana.org and on the home page you’ll find the convention link to the registration form.

  To give you an idea of how the planning committee has been reaching out to people with vision loss, we have mailed and e-mailed convention packets to former ACBI members, members of the Bosma older blind program, services for the blind, independent living centers, low vision support groups, disabled students services offices at various universities, school districts and press releases to news sources around Indiana.  This is a very big deal to us and we want to do it up right!

  So, make us proud of the hard work we’ve been doing for you and make plans to join us in Indianapolis the weekend of November 2-4!

ACBI to Do Important Business at Coming Fall Convention
By John Huffman

  Annual conventions are key to the functioning of a membership organization, and this is certainly true for ACBI.  Every year in our conventions, we choose officers and board members to direct the affairs of the organization, review our governing documents for ways to improve the efficiency of its operations and – when necessary – take positions on issues of importance to Indiana’s entire blind community.

  The 2018 convention will see ACBI take actions in all three of these areas.  We will elect three directors to the organization’s board which governs it and manages its business in accordance with broad guidelines set by the annual convention.

  The convention will also act on two proposed amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws.  A proposed constitutional amendment would, if adopted, clarify a requirement that the president and vice-president must be blind or visually impaired and further require that a majority of all members of the board must meet the same requirement.  A proposed amendment to the Bylaws will make clear that the organization’s fiscal year is identical to the calendar year.

    Perhaps most important of all, ACBI will take a position on the most fundamental right of our democracy, the right to vote with the same ease as our non-blind peers.  In 2018 a bill was introduced into the Indiana legislature which would have permitted a voter who is qualified to vote in person to vote by absentee ballot.  The bill would have removed all other qualifications for a voter to vote by absentee ballot except for a voter with disabilities who is unable to make a voting mark on the ballot or sign the ballot secrecy envelope.  (Such a disabled voter currently is required to vote before an absentee voter board.)  The bill was not passed in the 2018 legislative session.

   At the coming convention, ACBI will ask its members to support a resolution which will advocate for introduction of a similar bill in the 2019 Indiana legislature, and further include language making it possible for a disabled voter to cast an absentee vote on the same terms as a non-disabled voter.

  If you agree that any or all of the proposed actions discussed above are important to the future of ACBI and Indiana’s blind/visually-impaired community, we hope you will make plans to attend our upcoming convention as described elsewhere in this issue of the FOCUS.

  Hope to see you at the convention!
READY FOR THE ACBI-ACBO AUCTION?

  We’re getting in more and more great items to put up for bids at this year’s fantastic auction.  If you have auction items you would like to donate, please get the description of your item to Edie Huffman before Oct. 15.  Edie can be contacted at johnediehuffman @hotmail.com or 317-228-0496.

  Here’s what Indiana members/chapters have donated so far:  Red and white woven rug, 25” x 37”, Christmas basket with carved wooden Roman angel in green robes holding white dove and carved wooden Roman nativity set with votive candle, $50 gift card (Kohl, Target, etc.), Indiana pottery, Green stone necklace and earrings, Spa basket (soaps, Eucherin healing cream, washcloth, luxury towel), IPod, Indiana food basket, Sterling silver Horse shoe earrings, Brita water filtration pitcher-10 cup with variety of flavor enhancers , Amplivox stereo headphones with individual volume controls , Flag designed cuff bracelet intricately beaded, Coffee basket (2 mugs, 2 hot pad, 2 towels, limestone paperweight, apple bread mix (Apple Acres), biscuit mix (Apple Acres),bag of coffee), Relaxation basket (Thomas Kincade décor pitcher, Aroma Therapy body wash and foam bath, Sensation bath and shower gel, Sensation body lotion), Gift box with Stolichnaya vodka (750ml), 2 rock glasses, Wine basket, Hematite gray/black necklace, Bath & Body basket-Japanese cherry blossom, 14k gold tear drop earrings.  Plus, don’t forget that ACB-Ohio will have contributions, too! 
VENDORS AT THIS YEAR’S CONVENTION
  Hey, ready to do some shopping at this year’s joint state convention?  We have lots of items to choose from.  Everything from assistive technology to products that smell good will be found in the exhibit hall.  Here’s who will be coming as of the time of this newsletter:  ADA-Indiana, ACB of Indiana, ACB of Ohio, American Printing House for the Blind, Bosma Enterprises, Bradford Woods, Circle City Chapter—ACBI, Clark Counseling Solutions, Color Street with Jordan Brown, Easter Seals Crossroads, Eye Can See, Inc., Indiana Talking Book and Braille Library, Indiana University School of Optometry, Leader Dogs for the Blind, Literacy Project. Mary Kay, Old Time Radio, Pampered Chef, Scentsy Candles, South Central Association of the Visually Impaired, Stitching Sisters, Tupperware, Vision aids Systems, and Your Safety.

  So, bring your cash and check book and even your credit card and do a little Christmas shopping!

Circle City Chapter News
By Gerry Koors 

  I trust you are having a good summer in spite of the heat.  We in Circle City Chapter have not done as much as some years so far.  We didn’t meet in January because of the weather nor in May for other reasons.  

  Our program in February was Jennifer Todd and Anetta Glauninger from The Indianapolis Museum of Art now called New Fields Museum.  Jennifer is the manager of the docents.  They have all kinds of tours every day.  In 2009, they began to offer touch and audio described tours.  They have them 4 times a year.  There was one in March so we did that tour as our March meeting.

  We didn’t have a program for April.  So, we just took care of some business that needed attention.  

  On August 11th, we enjoyed a picnic.  The weather was very good as it wasn’t hot and it didn’t rain.  We will resume our regular meetings in September.  Fall will be here soon.  Enjoy the rest of your summer and fall.  I leave you with this thought.  “This is a brand new precious day.  It has never been here before and will never be here again—be sure to give it your best.”           
Heartland Chapter News

By Barbara Salisbury

  The Heartland Association of ACB held an informational and hands-on exploration session on AIRA in July, at our bimonthly meeting held the 3rd Mon. evening every other month.  Mary Stores, one of our chapter members and an AIRA customer, explained how the program works and dialed in an AIRA rep so that people could interact with and ask questions of the representative.  We had 3 visitors from the South Central Association of the Visually Impaired, our sister chapter in Bedford, joining us for this presentation.

  We ended our meeting in conversation around the room with Mary, and Ted Boardman, another AIRA customer in our chapter.  We also explored using Be My Eyes and dialed in a representative from this program.  We asked questions of the Be My Eyes representative, and talked among ourselves about ways we could use Be My Eyes and AIRA in concert.

  Our next meeting will be held Sept. 24th, the 4th Mon. of Sept., at the Monroe County Public Library, 6:30 p.m.  Our speaker will be a talking book narrator, Madelyn Buzzard.  We will Skype her in to join us.  We have done this before, and find Skype to be a great way to expand the availability of some very informative and interesting speakers.

  To learn more about our chapter, or to join us, you may contact us at our Google voicemail service:  (812) 269-6531.  Please leave us a message and we will get back to you shortly.  You may also email us at:  info@heartlandacb.org

SCAVI Chapter News
By Rich Vonderhaar

  While summer keeps us active and busy with friends and family, it has also been a busy and productive time for SCAVI.  We began summer with our June picnic which was well attended featuring good food and fun for those who attended.  Our July meeting featured Lisa Salyers from Rural Transit who provided us with information about their service.  This proved quite helpful as transportation is an ongoing issue with the visually impaired.  Our August meeting included planning for our upcoming October chili supper and a support session for guests and new members.  And speaking of new members, we are happy to have our two newest members, Don and Betty Schackmann join SCAVI.  Our recent meetings have been attended by guests as well.  Our members have done a great job collectively in reaching out to the community.

Transportation & Delivery Service Options

  The ACB Membership Committee has compiled a list of transportation and delivery service options which we hope will help make getting around and getting things done a little easier. This is not an exhaustive list. Please check with your state and local affiliate for other transportation or delivery services in your area.

Transportation Services:

  Uber Technologies, Inc. is a global transportation technology company headquartered in San Francisco, California, operating in 633 cities worldwide. It develops, markets, and operates the Uber car transportation and food delivery mobile apps. Uber provides safe, reliable rides in minutes, with no reservations required. To sign up or to see if Uber is available in your city, go to www.uber.com .

  Lyft is a transportation network company based in San Francisco, California. It develops, markets and operates the Lyft car transportation mobile app. Lyft operates in approximately 300 U.S. cities, including New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles. Lyft provides safe, reliable transportation, and you can schedule a ride up to seven days in advance and relax knowing your ride will be there when you need it. For more information or to sign up for this service, go to www.lyft.com .

  GoGoGrandparent offers affordable transportation for seniors, using Uber and Lyft vehicles. They charge a higher fee since they book your ride for you, and you don’t need a smart phone app. For more information or to sign up, go to www.GoGoGrandparent.com  or call 1-855-464-6872

  Some larger cities offer bus, train or taxi services.

  Obtaining rides with friends and family members or drivers for hire might also be a feasible transportation option.

Delivery Services:

  Instacart is a same-day grocery delivery service. Customers select groceries through a web application from various retailers and delivered by a personal shopper. To sign up for this service, go to www.instacart.com .

  Pink Dot is a Los Angeles-based chain of grocery stores that is known for delivering items such as groceries, deli food, cigarettes, and alcohol. The store is open 365 days a year. For more information, go to www.pinkdot.com  or call 800-746-5368.

  Kmart offers delivery of their products to your home. For more information or to order products, visit www.kmart.com  or call 1-800-732-7747.

  Vons/Safeway delivers groceries as well. It is accessible on your smart phone or online at www.safeway.com . There is an accessible link. Place in your zip code to see if they are in your area. 

  Postmates delivers anything from groceries, drinks, or specific cuisines to several major cities across the United States. Go to www.postmates.com  to sign up for this service and to download the Postmates app.

  Walgreens Mail Service works with your insurance plan to offer free delivery of prescriptions through the mail directly to you. Prescriptions can be ordered online, by mail, or over the telephone. For more information, visit www.walgreens.com  or call 1-800-345-1985.

  Walmart, CVS and Rite-Aid Pharmacies offer prescription delivery options to qualified customers. Listed below are their respective websites and telephone numbers: 

  Walmart: www.walmart.com ; 1-800-273-3455

CVS: www.cvs.com ; 1-800-746-7287

Rite-Aid: www.riteaid.com ; 1-800-748-3243

  Many retail chains deliver products ordered online. Many restaurants offer delivery services as well. Please check your local area listings for possible retail chain and restaurant delivery options.

  Note: Some transportation and delivery services might have a disability line that you can call. 

Computers for the Blind Grant
  Computers for the Blind (CFTB) has access to additional grant funds to again offer computers for $60 off regular price. Here are the details:

•
Eligible persons include persons on SSI or SSDI due to blindness. Copy of Social Security reward letter required. 

•
Grant also includes parents of legally blind children or youth. Required documentation is an e-mail from the TVI or caseworker stating that the child needs a computer, would benefit from it, and purchasing a new computer with the expensive software would create a hardship on the family. No eye reports or income verification needed. 

•
These are desktop computers w/larger screens, and a home edition license of JAWS, Fusion, or ZoomText of the client’s choice. Price includes JAWS training bundle.

•
Cost for grant covered desktops is $70.   The only persons eligible for a grant covered laptop is a college student that is currently taking classes on campus. Proof required. Cost for laptop under the grant is $125.

•
See article in AccessWorld for more details: http://www.afb.org/afbpress/pubnew.asp?DocID=aw190703

Customer Service: 214-340-6328

Now offering customer service & tech support in English & Spanish. Computers now ship within 2 weeks. 

Sincerely,

David Jeppson

Executive Director

Computers for the Blind
CONTACT INFO FOR 2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers: 

President: Barbara Salisbury, Bloomington

812-369-0355, Barbara.salisbury@att.net

Vice-president: Rita Kersh, Bedford 

812-278-3038, Hoosierrita60@gmail.com 

Secretary: Edie Huffman, Indianapolis 

317-228-0496 johnediehuffman@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Rich Vonderhaar, Bedford

317-709-8159, pipesmoke@sero.email

Past president: Lynn Powers, Indianapolis

powlynn@gmail.com 

Directors: 

Deanna Austin, Indianapolis

Deannaaustin2009@comcast.net

Cindy Brooking, Mitchell

cindyfleener@yahoo.com

Bill Fierman, Bloomington 

wfierman@indiana.edu

Deanne Hart, Muncie

d64hart@outlook.com

John Huffman, Indianapolis

j73.huffman@comcast.net

Don Koors, Indianapolis

donkoors@aol.com

Don Lane, Indianapolis

20donsue05@sbcglobal.net

Machell Philipon, Bloomington

lady.reacher@gmail.com

Bill Sparks, Indianapolis

bill@billsparks.org

Chapter Representatives

Circle City: Gerry Koors, Indianapolis

Gerrykoors@aol.com

Heartland Association: Ted Boardman, Bloomington

tedboardman@yahoo.com

SCAVI: Kari Goodman, Mitchell

klgoodman1976@gmail.com
NOTE: Mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product of service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.
ACBI-ACBO Joint Convention Tentative AGENDA

FRIDAY, November 2, 2018

12:00 - 5:00 p.m. Registration 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. Indy 500 speedway Tour 

2:00 - 5:00 p.m. Visit the many vendors in the exhibit area 

3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Adaptive sports & water aerobics: Bradford Woods

5:30 - 7:15 p.m. Pizza Mixer–Eating pizza and connecting with new and old friends to jump start our convention 

7:20 - p.m. Opening Session 

Keynote Speaker: Peter Berg, Great Lakes ADA Center, Chicago, IL

8:35 – 9:00 p.m. ACB Indiana Business Meeting

9:00 – 11:00 p.m. Open Mike Night at the Waterfront (singers, comedians, story tellers, instrumentalists) 

9:30-10:00 p.m. Audio described comedy show: Edie Huffman, ACBI 

SATURDAY, November 3, 2018

7:00 - 8:45 a.m. Registration 

7:00 - 8:30 a.m. Breakfast buffet 

8:30 - 10:00 a.m. ACB-Ohio Business Meetings 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. ACB-Indiana business meeting

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Visit the Exhibit Area 

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. Session One: Two Concurrent Workshops:

A. “Becoming conflict competent: Building better communication skills for better relationships” George M. Okantey, CPLP, Purdue Extension Service of Marion County, Indianapolis, IN

B. “Hot Topics in Accessible Transportation” Peter Berg, Great Lakes ADA Center, Chicago, IL

12:00 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch 

1:30 – 2:00 p.m. Presentation of 2018 ACB-Ohio Scholarships & Special Session for scholarship winners 

2:15 - 3:15 p.m. Session Two: Two Concurrent Workshops:

A. “Vision research update: Genetics and your eye condition, easy ways to connect with clinical trials” Elli Kollbaum, IU School of Optometry, Bloomington, IN 

B. “Windows 10 and the Visually Impaired” Belva Smith, CATIS Easterseals Vision Team Lead, Indianapolis, IN

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Session Three: Two Concurrent Workshops:

A. “Emergency Preparedness: Be ready for anything, things to consider for when the communication systems fail” Nolan Crabb, ACBO

B. “Fighting back, not what you think: Tactics for personal protection, hands-on demonstrations” Annette Jakse, coach, One Touch Self Defense, OH

6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Auction Preview 

6:30 - 8:15 p.m. Banquet 

Speaker: Trisha Zorn-Hudson, all-time medal winner in swimming in the Paralympics
Presentation of 2018 Awards, 

8:15 - 8:45 p.m. Final preview of auction items 

8:45 - 11:00 p.m. Auction

SUNDAY, November 4, 2018

7:00 - 8:15 a.m. Breakfast buffet 

8:15 - 8:45 a.m. Nondenominational Memorial service, Gerry Koors & Lori Woodall 

9:00 – 9:45 a.m. Table Talk: Trisha Zorn-Hudson 

9:45 - 11:45 a.m. ACB-Ohio & ACB-Indiana Post-Convention Board Meetings

ACBI-ACBO 2018 State Convention Registration

You may mail form to ACBI,PO Box 2216, Bedford, IN  47421 with a check or money order made out to ACBI with “Registration” on the memo line.

Please complete a separate form for each person registering.

Name: ________________________________________  ________
Street Address: _________________________________________
City: _____________________ State:  ______ Zip: ____________ 

Email:  ___________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________

Program Medium Choice

  Email: ___

  
Braille: ___

  
Large print: ___

I need an assistive listening device. Yes: ___ No: ___

Meals 

If you have food allergies/restrictions, please list them: ___________
A breakfast buffet will be provided in the Atrium on Saturday and Sunday mornings.

Please select your choice for Saturday’s boxed lunch 

  Roast beef Wrap: ___

Chicken Salad Wrap: ___

  Veggie Wrap: ___

Please select your meal choice for the evening banquet  

  Fried chicken: ___

  Tilapia: ___

  Zucchini Lasagna: ___

Additional Activities.  Please check if you plan to attend.  

Tour of Indianapolis Motor Speedway museum & “Kiss the Bricks”. The cost is $10.

  Please count me in: ___

Pizza Mixer (no cost)

  Please count me in: ___

Registration cost 

  I agree to pay $80 for the convention: ___ 

  I agree to pay $90 for the convention and the Speedway tour: ___
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