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Contribute to the American council of the Blind of Indiana

Those much-needed contributions, which are tax-deductible, can be sent to ACBI, Attn: Rich Vonderhaar, 633 T St., Bedford, IN  47421.
Consider including a gift to ACBI in your Last Will and Testament.  
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From Your President

By Barbara Salisbury
Hello all out there in ACBI land!  As I’m writing this letter, it’s the end of May, but it feels like August!

In follow up to my last letter, it’s all about our website, Convention and membership so please read on!

Rita Kersh and her committee have been busily planning for our joint convention with Ohio, scheduled for Nov. 2-4, but held in Indianapolis this year.  We have lots of interesting sessions and extra convention activities planned!  So, please take a look at Rita’s article in this edition, and plan now to reward all the hard work with your attendance at our 2018 convention!

In addition, our new website is up and running beautifully, and thanks to our new webmaster, we have new articles appearing all the time!  I can’t thank Bill Sparks and his committee enough, but you can make all the hard work worth it all by visiting our website frequently, and “like” us and interact with us on our FB linked to our homepage.  

Lastly, Rich Vonderhaar held his first membership committee call in May.  It’s exciting to see the possibilities, as they explore ways to reengage our membership and reach out to new members.  Additionally, at our April Board meeting, there was agreement to set aside money to allow our members travel costs, when necessary, to reach out to support groups of vision impaired people throughout our state for the cause of ACBI.

I said at the top of this letter that it’s all about our convention, website and membership, but it’s really all about you, your ideas and participation!  Please get in touch with me or any of our Board members and let us know what you think, what you want, and tell us about how you can help us, your organization, ACBI!

Thanks for reading, and please continue to check out what’s happening in ACBI land in this edition.
ACBI-ACBO JOINT CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS

By Rita Kersh, Chair, ACBI Convention Planning Committee

Your convention planning committee is working very hard on this year’s joint convention to be held at the Waterfront Hotel & Conference Center in Indianapolis from Nov. 2-4.  This is a new hotel for this management and they are doing some amazing sprucing up!  They are also working on a new website, so sit tight and we will have this for you soon.

We have some exciting and fun activities you’ll be interested in to go along with our wide variety of sessions.

We’ve got Peter Berg from the Great Lakes ADA Center as our keynote speaker at Friday’s opening session.  Our banquet speaker on Saturday evening will be Trisha Zorn-Hudson who is an all-time gold medalist swimmer in the Paralympics!

Friday we’ll have our exciting tour of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway track and museum.  Bradford Woods will be doing a session on adaptive sports and recreation for the visually impaired, plus water aerobics!  For dinner that evening we’re having a “Pizza Mixer” where we’ll indulge in great pizza and the fixings, plus we’ll have some fun activities, too.  Then later that night we want to invite our members to take part in “Open Mike Night at the Waterfront” where you can show off your talent at singing, telling jokes, playing instruments and more.  Plus our own Edie Huffman will be providing audio description of a comedy show.

Saturday will be filled with three concurrent breakout sessions consisting of topics such as Windows 10, iPhone updates, self defense, emergency preparedness and more.  And, don’t forget our ever popular auction on Saturday night where we’ll be having a bidding war to see who gets the great items we’ll be auctioning off!

Our vendor committee is busy getting commitments from vendors and our exhibit area looks like it will be packed full of great products and information.  A few companies and organizations who have already committed are Eye Can See, Bosma, Scentsy Candles, ADA Indiana, Stitching Sister, Bradford Woods, Color Street with Jordan Brown and Leader Dog.  There will be more to come, so stay tuned.

Sunday will be our non-denominational service and memorial service to recognize our members who have passed away since our last convention.  Trisha Zorn-Hudson will provide a “Table Talk” session and the morning will conclude with ACBI and ACBO holding their post-convention board meetings.

Remember, the location is the Waterfront Hotel and Conference Center, 2930 Waterfront Pkwy W. Dr., Indianapolis and the phone number is 317-299-8400.  Room rates are $95 per night plus the current tax rate of 17%.  When making your reservation, tell the hotel you are with the Council of the Blind and you will get the convention room rate.

The plan is to have the registration form published on our website in July, so be on the lookout!  Registration will be $80 which includes all your meals, plus an extra cost for those attending the Indianapolis Motor Speedway tours.

So, mark your calendar and start making plans to attend a fantastic convention!
2018 ACBI-ACBO AUCTION DONATIONS SOUGHT
By Edie Huffman
Dear friends in ACBI:

It is time again for the eagerly awaited annual auction, and we are again collecting items for eager bidders.  Since it is a joint convention with ACBO, they are doing the same, so it will be an impressive variety of items with lots of creative selections.  In the past, the items have ranged from wine baskets to child-size rocking horses, crocheted afghans to hand-made, delicious chocolates!

Please consider what you would like to give!  We will accept descriptions of items through October 15, so that we have time to produce print and braille copies of the lists.

This is what we know about to date:

1)
Red and white woven rug, 25” x 37” ($40)

2)
Christmas basket with carved wooden Roman angel in green robes holding white dove and carved wooden Roman nativity set with votive candle ($50)

3)
$50 gift card (Kohl, Target, etc.)

4)
Indiana pottery ($50)

5)
Green stone necklace and earrings ($25)

6)
Spa basket (soaps, Eucherin healing cream, washcloth, luxury towel) ($40)

7)
IPad?

Each state gets to put 20 items in the auction, so we have lots of space left.  If you want suggestions or have questions, please contact Edie Huffman, 317-228-0496, johnediehuffman@hotmail.com

Thanks for your consideration and your donations.  Remember, each donating chapter gets 40% of the selling price (the state gets 60%).

HEARTLAND CHAPTER NEWS

By Ted Boardman

We had an enjoyable social meeting in May at Avers Pizza.  Over 14 people attended.  We selected this venue in part because a private room allowed us to isolate our meeting from the sounds of other patrons, which was helpful for our members with hearing impairments.  We also liked the pizza!

We discussed ideas for future meetings.  One idea was to explore and share technologies, including potentially having workshops and demonstrations.

For our July meeting, chapter member Mary Stores will be presenting AIRA.  Have you ever wanted to have a trusted and adept personal assistant?  The creators of AIRA made a service that allows individuals who are blind to instantly connect with a sighted agent and receive that personalized assistance.  It is like having your very own personal concierge.

The AIRA subscription service enables clients to press a button and immediately connect with trained visual assistants through audio and video.  The service provides a pair of glasses that, instead of lenses, has a tiny camera mounted on the frame.  Subscribers can also connect via a cell phone camera.  Mary will talk about the myriad of ways that AIRA helps her with her daily activities at home, work and while traveling. 

Those that attend will also have the chance to interact with the AIRA agent to get a real sense of how they would use the service.

We think allowing those who are interested or curious to see and try new tools like AIRA is one way our chapter can help expand and enhance individual independence!

Please consider joining us on July 16 at 6:30 pm at the Monroe County Public Library.  We will have refreshments and would like to hear of your interest.  Also, please contact us at info@heartlandacb.org or (812)  269-6531 if you have any questions or ideas!

SCAVI CHAPTER NEWS
By Rich Vonderhaar

Here we are with the second quarter edition of the Focus already.  Hard to believe the year is going by so quickly.  Hope to find all of our readers happy and well.  When the New Year began, one of the things we wanted to do in SCAVI was to reach out more to visually impaired people in our community.  While we enjoy meeting with our old friends, as a group we knew there are people we could be reaching who we could help. 

So we are happy that at our last three meetings we have had six guests. 

We try to remember that each person is not just a statistic, but a real person with needs, feelings and gifts he or she can contribute to our group.  In April we had a social evening at Pappa’s restaurant here in Bedford which gave new folks a chance to get acquainted.  Our May meeting featured Wendy O'Steen, a nurse educator from Vanda Pharmaceuticals as speaker.  She talked about non24, a sleep disorder affecting 70% of visually impaired people.  She was even nice enough to stay and answer some of our questions.  June will feature our annual summer picnic at Thornton Park here in Bedford.  

Have a great summer everyone.
INvestABLE INDIANA
By Don Koors

The following article provides some basic information in the INvestABLE INDIANA Program. 

The State of Indiana has created the INvestABLE INDIANA Program.  The Indiana program is in compliance with the federal act, The Achieving a Better Life Experience Act of 2014, (ABLE).  The program allows individuals with disabilities, their families and others to save for many daily disability-related expenses to a tax deferred account without limiting their ability to benefit from Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Medicaid or other federal programs.  The individual’s disability must be present prior to the age of 26 and adequate documentation is required.  The maximum amount that an account can grow to is $100,000.00.  The maximum amount that can be contributed in a year is $15,000.00.

What are qualified disability expenses?  These are any expenses that are incurred as a result of living with a disability and are intended to improve their quality of life.  Qualified expenses include, but are not limited to: education, health and wellness, housing, transportation, legal fees, financial management, employment training and support, assistive technology, personal support services, oversight and monitoring, funeral and burial expenses and basic living expenses.  Money spent on non-qualified expenses will be taxed at the account owner’s tax rate, and will be subject to a 10% federal tax penalty and applicable state taxes.    

To find out more specific information about the program, contact the state website in.clientservice@savewithable.com or 1-888-609-3457.  If you or someone you know could benefit from this program, I encourage you to pass the information on and also seek additional information from the state.                                

OVER THE BACK FENCE
This column is for members to submit announcements, poems, recipes, etc.

Applesauce Cake or Cupcakes

Contributed by Gerry Koors

1/2 cup margarine 

2 cups sugar 

1 large egg

1-1/2 cup applesauce

2-1/2 cups flour 

1-1/2 teaspoon soda 

1-1/2 teaspoon salt 

3/4 teaspoon cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon cloves

1/2 teaspoons allspice

1/2 Cup water 

1/2 cup chopped walnuts

1 cup raisins 

Method 

Mix together sugar and margarine until fluffy.  Beat in egg.  Mix in applesauce and water.  Mix in dry ingredients.  Stir in walnuts and raisins.  

Bake at 350 degrees for 45 to 50 minutes for a cake in a 9 by 13 inch cake pan.  

Bake at 350 degrees for 18 to 20 minutes for cupcakes.  Makes approximately 25 cupcakes.

Chocolate Icing

3 cups powdered sugar 

3 teaspoons cocoa 

1/3 cup water

1/3 stick margarine 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

Heat water and add margarine to hot water until melted.  Let cool.  Slowly add liquid to powdered sugar and cocoa.  Add vanilla.  Continue to add liquid until icing is creamy.                     

PEOPLE ARE TURNING NETFLIX INTO “AUDIO BOOKS” USING AUDIO DESCRIPTION FEATURE
Article Link: https://www.3playmedia.com/2017/12/06/people-are-using-the-audio-description-feature-on-netflix-to-listen-to-video/?aliId=16769440

The concept of driving your car while enjoying a movie on your phone just became a lot safer.

Lifehacker recently published an article about a Redditor who pointed out that you can listen to movies and TV shows on Netflix by turning on the audio description feature in user controls.

In other words, audio description can turn your favorite movies and shows into audio books that you can listen to anywhere.

What is audio description?

For the uninitiated, audio description is an accommodation feature for blind and visually impaired people that is available on a lot of video content.

Just like how closed captions communicate important auditory information via text to deaf and hard of hearing viewers, audio description is an audio track that describes relevant visual information on the screen so that blind viewers can understand what is happening in the video.  Additionally, people who are on the Autism spectrum and those who are auditory learners have been shown to benefit from audio description, as well.

‘Netflix Audio books’

Just like closed captions have universal benefits outside of accommodation, people are discovering that audio description can also be enjoyed by sighted people as an alternative to watching a video.  Between dialogue, action sounds, and the soundtrack, audio description carries you through a video so that you don’t miss any details which are absolutely crucial to understanding the plot.

Narration for Video

Audio description in film and TV episodes has a vivid narrative quality in order to create an equivalent experience for the visually impaired. So naturally, sighted listeners can also use their imaginations to visualize what is happening in the video, just like one would do while reading a book.  And since you can use the feature on your Netflix smartphone app, you can use audio description while:

•
Walking, running, or exercising

•
Driving, commuting to work or traveling long distances

•
Listening to a show as background noise while working

Basically, in any situation where you’ve been enjoying audio books, you can now enjoy movies and TV shows!

Which titles have audio description?

If you use the search function on Netflix and enter ‘audio description,’ you’ll find an entire section titled “Audio Description in English” full of titles that offer the feature.

For a full database of which movies and TV shows offer this feature, you can also consult the Audio Description Project’s website which includes titles from Netflix, Amazon Video, and more!  New titles are added fairly regularly.

Audio Description is an Example of Universal Design

In an ideal world, both people with and without disabilities should be able to enjoy the same goods and services without having to take “extra steps.”  The term “accommodations” would become a thing of the past as physical and digital interfaces are universally designed from the start to include everyone.

Audio Description offers people the possibility of listening to their favorite shows and movies instead of watching them.  As people begin to realize this, hopefully, we’ll start to see a lot more titles with audio description as popular demand for it grows.
PHILIPS TELEVISIONS AND VIDEO PLAYERS NOW OFFER ENHANCED ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED
The brand’s full line meets recently mandated federal requirements.

June 26, 2017

RUTHERFORD, NJ– The full line of 2017 Philips brand televisions and video players now offers Enhanced Accessibility to allow blind and visually impaired users to control the devices’ functions.  Adding Enhanced Accessibility to products entails the addition of voice guide descriptive menus, easy to read user interface, guide dots on remote controls, easy access to closed captioning/subtitles and secondary audio, easy access to support, and an easy way to identify these products both at retail and on the Philips website with the help of an Enhanced Accessibility logo.

The user interface voice guide and other features are new requirements established by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) as part of the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010 (CVAA).  The new rules mandate that certain built-in functions in TVs, Blu-ray players, and DVD players, among other consumer electronics products, be usable by individuals who are blind or visually impaired. The deadline for meeting the new requirements was December 20 2016.

Remote controls on the affected Philips products feature guide dots so that users can easily control key functions, such as power on/off, volume adjustment and mute, channel selection, playback functions, input selection, and other important functions.  The new rules mandate that any key functions available only via an on-screen menu must offer user interface voice guides, with the menu options spoken and user selections audibly confirmed.

Philips groups these new capabilities under its Enhanced Accessibility feature set, which also includes an easy-to-read and navigate user interface, large format support information, and closed captioning, a long-mandated requirement for assisting the hearing impaired.

“The FCC regulations on Enhanced Accessibility allow us to design our products so they can be enjoyed by more consumers,” said Karl     Bearnarth, executive vice president, sales and marketing, P&F USA, Inc., the exclusive North American licensee for Philips consumer televisions and home video products.  “We took this initiative very seriously and were determined to ensure that our entire line of TVs and video players, including basic DVD players, met the requirements and that they were as intuitive as possible to use for those who are visually impaired.”

The full line of Philips Enhanced Accessibility enabled TVs can be seen here: http://www.usa.philips.com/c-m-so/televisions/latest…
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NOTE: Mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product of service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.
RENEWAL/MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7.00 payable to ACBI, to Rich Vonderhaar, 633 T St., Bedford, IN  47421, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____) ____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
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