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From Your President

By Lynn Powers

Good Day Everyone, greetings! I hope all is well.

At ACBI we have several projects in the works for next year.  We need to do what it takes to recruit new members and renew current ones.  This will involve improvements to our web site and presence on social media.  To that end we have formed a web site committee to be chaired by Bill Sparks.  A redesign of the web site is expected in late 2017.  The committee is working on a more interactive site where dues or convention fees may be paid online. 

For 2017, we will again be participating in regional convention with ACB-Ohio.  It is our hope that this convention will be a good experience.  Transportation is expected to be difficult as the location is in northern Ohio.  ACBI is working to provide a bus to assist our members to get to the venue which is the Kalahari Resort near Sandusky, Ohio.  Details on the program are in this issue. 

Each room receives four complementary wrist bands for the weekend with your stay.  If you have family members who would like to stay with you, they can enjoy themselves at the water park.  I attended the ACB-Ohio convention which was held at the same venue last fall.  My brother, his 12-year old daughter and her friends used the passes from our room on Saturday.  They had a great time.

A social is planned on Friday evening around the ‘adults only’ pool where appropriate beverages are available at a swim up bar.  ACB-Ohio entered into a two-year agreement with the Kalahari Resort & Conventions Center near Sandusky, Ohio for 2016 and 2017.  The dates for the convention are October 20-22, 2017. 

On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone for their best wishes and prayers as I had my first knee surgery.  The second surgery is scheduled for late July.  I am looking forward to being able to walk normally again.  The knee which has been replaced is healing and getting stronger.  I hope to be back to ‘normal’ by the state convention.

Take care and be safe. 

Preview of ACBI-ACBO Joint State Convention

Hey everyone, be sure to add this year’s joint state convention (Oct. 20-22) to your calendar!!  The location is near Sandusky, Ohio at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center.  You can explore all the amenities at https://www.kalahariresorts.com/ohio to help you decide about joining us.  Keep in mind that ACBI is working on providing transportation to the convention and we hope that will encourage you to go.
More information about registration and transportation plans will be noted in the next Focus.

Below is a tentative agenda the planning committee has been working on to ensure a successful convention:
FRIDAY, October 20, 2017

1:00 - 6:00 p.m. Registration

1:00 - 5:00 p.m. Visit the many vendors in the exhibit area

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Using Uber/Lyft, Katie Frederick and Lynn Powers

3:45 – 5:00 p.m. Self-Driving Cars

5:00 - 7:15 p.m. Dinner on your own

7:20 - p.m. Opening Session 

Welcome by ACBO and ACBI Presidents

7:30 – 8:15 p.m. Keynote Speaker, Sarah Blake LaRose
8:20 – 8:45 p.m. Indiana Business Meeting

9:00 – 11:00 p.m. Water Shenanigans

Hospitality Room

SATURDAY, October 21, 2017

7:15 - 8:15 a.m. Registration

7:15 - 8:15 a.m. Breakfast (be sure to bring your meal ticket.)

7:30 a.m. What’s New at TSA, John DiPaola

8:15 - 8:20 a.m. Break

8:20 - 10:00 a.m. General Business Meeting

If you are a current member, be sure you have a dot on your name tag during the meeting so you can vote.

10:00 - 10:15 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Visit the Exhibit Area, open from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., and again from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. Session One: Two Concurrent Workshops:

A. What’s New at HIMS, Andy Leach

b. Women at Risk, Linda Leudeman

12:00 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch 

Presentation of 2016 ACB-Ohio Scholarships: Karen Spry

1:35 – 2:00 P.M. Special Session for scholarship winners

2:15 - 3:15 p.m. Session Two: Two Concurrent Workshops: 

         A. Advanced Apple Users, Shawn Thiel

B. BARD Express, Ken Redd

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Session Three: Two Concurrent Workshops: 

A. Advocacy panel, Barbara Salisbury, Irwin Hott 

B. Apple for Beginners, Mike Moats

6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Auction Preview

6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Cash Bar 

6:30 - 9:00 p.m. Banquet

         Welcome by ?

         Invocation: 

Speaker: Talking Book Narrator Laura Giannarelli

Presentation of 2016 ACBO Awards, Lori Woodall

9:00 - 11:30 p.m. Auction

          Auctioneers: Deanna Austin, ACBI; Terry Olandese and                        

          Theresa Carroll, ACBO 

SUNDAY, October 22, 2017

7:30 - 8:00 a.m. Nondenominational Christian Service, Lori Woodall, 

8:15 - 9:15 a.m. Breakfast 

Remembering Members who have passed away in the last year & honoring veterans who are present, Lori Woodall

9:15 - 9:30 a.m. Break

9:30 - 10:15 a.m. Round-table Discussion, Sarah LaRose?

10:30 – 11:30 a.m. ACBO Post-convention Board Meeting 

Note: For our members and friends who need assistive listening devices, they will be available throughout the convention.
Circle City News

By Gerry Koors

As I write this school as just ended and summer vacations begin.  I trust you will have a safe and happy summer enjoying whatever comes along.  

We didn’t have a meeting in January.  But in February Lise Pace who is director of marketing at Bosma Enterprises was our speaker.  She talked about a bill in the State Legislature called “Employment First”.  The intent of the bill is to promote employment of individuals with disabilities.  The Indiana General Assembly passed the legislation and the Governor signed the enacted legislation into law.                            

In March Edie Huffman did an audio description of a Dick Van Dike show called “Oh How We Met”.

April found us meeting at Basbo’s Pizza because the state library was closed.  We didn’t have a program but had lunch there.  

Our program in May was Barbara Mangus-Hopkins who is a tactile artist and also paints.  She has very limited vision.  Before the meeting was ended, she became a member of ACB.
We now look forward to our annual summer picnic August 5th.  

Have a great summer.  I leave you with this thought: “Of all the things you wear, a smile is the most important.”

SCAVI NEWS

By Rich Vonderhaar, Chapter President
The coming of spring and pretty weather has found SCAVI out, about, active and busy.

At our April meeting, we were happy to have John and Edie Huffman visit us from the Circle City chapter.  Edie did a described video presentation of a Twilight Zone Episode.  She did a wonderful job.  Our members and guests really enjoyed it, as about half of them had never heard described video.

Besides our meetings and activities, community outreach is always an ongoing project.  So that same month, we passed out brochures at a senior fair here in Bedford.  A couple weeks later, Rita Kersh wrote a very nice article about us called the Best Kept Secret in Lawrence County which was published in our local newspaper, the Bedford Times Mail.

We are kicking off the summer with our picnic on Saturday June 10.  We are expecting pretty weather, good food and lots of fun.
GW Micro Announces Window Eyes Migrating to JAWS
Thank you for being a valued member of the GW Micro and Window-Eyes family.  We regret to announce that sales of Window-Eyes have ended in the United States and Canada.  Users outside of the United States and Canada should contact their local distributor for options. We are committed to our customers and will honor existing product purchases and software maintenance agreements, and we will continue to provide technical support to end users that have purchased Window-Eyes or a support package.

All users who are currently using Window-Eyes can continue to use the software indefinitely; however, as the Windows® operating system and/or applications change over time, Window-Eyes may not function adequately for your needs.

We understand how important a screen reader is to you and are offering JAWS® for Windows 18 as a replacement.  We are committed to providing a smooth transition and will honor existing Window-Eyes product purchases and software maintenance agreements (SMA), as follows.

• End users that paid for and are current with Window-Eyes 9.x will be converted to JAWS 18 at no charge.

• If you are using an earlier version of Window-Eyes, you can purchase an upgrade to JAWS 18.

• If you are using the free version of Window-Eyes you can continue to use it.  While there is not an upgrade path from the free version, if you are interested in purchasing JAWS, please contact our sales team at 800-444-4443.

• Existing Window-Eyes SMAs will be rolled into the JAWS SMA program for end users that migrate to JAWS.

Learn more about the migration options and pricing by visiting http://www.gwmicro.com/window-eyes/migrate.

To make this process as easy as possible, we ask you to complete a simple web form that will go directly to our sales team, who will then contact you with an authorization code for JAWS 18, or request additional information if necessary.

Requests for upgrades must be submitted at http://www.gwmicro.com/window-eyes/migrateform or by phone at 800-444-4443 by July 31, 2017.

Note, the free Window-Eyes Offer for Users of Microsoft Office version is not part of the conversion program.

If you have any questions please call us at 800-444-4443 or email us at orders@vfogroup.com 

Handbook of Indiana Blind and Visually Impaired Resources 

By Christine Chaikin
I have created a screen reader-friendly Indiana Resource Handbook containing resources pertaining to the blind and visually impaired, for use by consumers and professionals. 

This handbook is for the residents of Indiana and includes the many organizations for the blind and visually impaired covering areas such as employment, housing, transportation, and more. 

The handbook includes contact information on the local, regional, and national level. 

For more information on pricing and formats please contact Insightful Publications by email at insightfulpub@gmail.com or by phone at (808) 747-1006. Or visit our website at in-sightful.com/orderpage.html for more information on pricing, formats available, and order form.  Or you may contact Insightful Publications by email at insightfulpub@gmail.com

OVER THE BACK FENCE
This column is for readers to submit announcements, poems, recipes, etc.

Here are some tasty picnic/cookout ideas:

Salsa Burgers

2 pounds ground beef

1/3 cup picante sauce, mild or hot to your liking

1/3 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

1 teaspoon pepper

In bowl, combine all ingredients. Shape mixture into 6 to 8 patties. Layer patties in some aluminum foil and refrigerate until firm. Broil, grill or bake to desired doneness.

Makes 6 to 8 patties. 

Southwestern Burgers

2 pounds ground beef

1 (1.25 ounce) package Taco Seasoning Mix

1/2 cup 4 Cheese Mexican Blend, divided

8 hamburger buns

Salsa Prima

In bowl, combine beef and taco seasoning mix.  Shape into 8 balls. Make a well in center of each. Place 2 tablespoons cheese in each well.  Enclose the well and flatten into patties.  Grill or broil for 4 to 5 minutes on each side, or until no longer pink in center.  Serve on buns with salsa.

Makes 8 burgers. 

ORIGINAL RANCH BURGERS

1 (1 oz) package Hidden Valley Ranch Salad dressing mix

1 pound ground beef

Combine dressing mix (dry) and ground beef, mix well.  Form into 4 patties and grill or broil until done.

Servings: 4.

Easy Strawberry Gelatin Salad

1 (4 serving size) box strawberry gelatin mix

1 cup boiling water

1 (8 ounce) carton sour cream

1 (10 ounce) package frozen strawberries, thawed

In bowl, combine gelatin mix and water, mix well.  Stir in sour cream. Add strawberries, stir. Chill.

EMERGENCY FRUIT SALAD

1 can of peach or apricot pie filling

Bananas, sliced

Apples, sliced

Marshmallows

Nuts

Add any or all of the fruits to the pie filling. Place in a pretty bowl and chill well. Add garnishes and serve!  Enjoy!

Nutty Graham Picnic Cake

2 cups Pillsbury's Best All-Purpose or unbleached flour

1 cup (14 squares) graham cracker crumbs

1 cup firmly packed brown sugar

1/2 cup sugar

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

1 cup butter or margarine, softened

1 cup orange juice

1 tablespoon grated orange peel

3 eggs

1 cup chopped nuts

Glaze:

2 tablespoons brown sugar

5 teaspoons milk

1 tablespoon butter or margarine

3/4 cup powdered sugar

1/4    cup chopped nuts

Heat oven to 350 degrees.  Using 1 tablespoon solid shortening, generously grease and flour 12 cup fluted tube pan or 10 inch tube pan.  Lightly spoon flour into measuring cup; level off.  In large bowl, combine all cake ingredients except nuts; beat 3 minutes at medium speed.  Stir in nuts.  Pour into prepared pan.  Bake for 45 to 50 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean.  Cool upright in pan for 15 minutes; invert onto serving plate, cool completely.

Glaze

In small saucepan, heat 2 tablespoons brown sugar, milk and butter just until melted.  Remove from heat; add powdered sugar and blend until smooth. Drizzle over cake; sprinkle with nuts.

Notes: If YOU use Pillsbury's Best Self-Rising Flour, omit salt and baking powder and reduce baking soda to 1/4 teaspoon

Makes 12-16 servings.

BrailleSense Polaris – Virtual Braille Tablet Launched

Mar 3, 2017

AUSTIN, TEXAS: HIMS Inc. has just announced the release of BrailleSense Polaris, the first Virtual Braille Tablet for people who are blind or have low vision.  Polaris is the latest in the popular BrailleSense Notetaker family and features state-of-the-art hardware and software including Android’s Lollipop operating system and the name-sake Polaris Office Suite found on millions of Smart Phones worldwide.

Polaris integrates a touch-sensitive Braille display with Miracast connectivity to the mainstream computer or tablet of your choice.  At less than 2 pounds, Polaris is a sleek, professional mobile tool seamlessly blending the feel of a traditional Notetaker with cutting edge access to mainstream applications and Google Services such as Docs, Drive, Slides, Sheets and Classroom.

“We are excited to raise the bar for blind people with this next generation BrailleSense, which is truly best in class,” said Damian Pickering, Vice President of Sales.  “Until now, people who are blind or have low vision have faced a choice between proprietary “blind-friendly” devices that lag modern standards and mainstream solutions, which were sometimes frustrating to learn and use.”

People familiar with a traditional Notetaker will be instantly at home with Polaris, but will be impressed with their new-found access to modern Office formats, DOCX, PDF, Spreadsheets, PowerPoints, and of course, the Google Play Store, NFC and Android Pay.  Best of all, Polaris’s Android Lollipop operating system will be upgradable when new accessibility breakthroughs are available, making this the most “future proof” BRAILLE device on the market.

“With Polaris, you can feel the future,” said Dave Wilkinson, National Education Manager, “And if you touch it, you will want it!”

For more information, go to https://hims-inc.com
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NOTE: Mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product of service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.
RENEWAL/MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Rich Vonderhaar, 633 T St., Bedford, IN  47421, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____) ____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
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