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From Your President

By Lynn Powers

Note:  There is no President’s Message due to Lynn having knee replacement surgery and rehab.  She should be available to write her article in the next issue.  We wish Lynn a speedy recovery!

Convention Preview 2017!

By Barbara Salisbury, ACBI Vice-President

It’s March 2017, and we’re just a few months out from our annual convention!

ACB Indiana and ACB Ohio will once again come together for a joint state convention!  We had a very successful first-time endeavor in 2015, and we aim to top it this year!  The convention will be held near Sandusky, Ohio at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center.  This resort offers an indoor water park with a poolside bar that you swim up to and place your order!  Yes, you heard that right, you don’t even have to get out of the water!

For hotel information to explore and imagine your options, go to:  https://www.kalahariresorts.com/ohio

Save the date 2017!  Fri., Oct. 20th through Sun., Oct. 22nd.  More information will be coming to you in the next Focus.  We, the planning committee, will build into the convention schedule time to enjoy the hotel’s amenities, and we will be exploring creative ideas for transportation, as we recognize this as a possible hurdle, but joining with others in the ride could make that hurdle leap lots of fun!

Lastly, we are looking ahead to 2018!  The joint state convention concept is catching on in a big way and some of our other friendly neighbors may join us in 2018!  And, the best part of all—ACB Indiana may host this one!  So, stay tuned!

2017 ACB Legislative Seminar

By Don Koors 

I had the opportunity to participate in the 2017 ACB Legislative Seminar on February 27th and 28th, 2017 in the Washington D.C. area.  I shared ACB’s 2017 legislative imperatives with staff from the offices of Indiana’s 2 Senators Joe Donnelly and Todd Young and representatives from the offices of Jim Banks, Susan Brooks, Andre Carson, Trey Hollingsworth, Luke Messer and Todd Rokita.  I did have the opportunity to briefly share a few words with Representative Andre Carson and Representative Luke Messer.  I encourage you to review ACB’s 2017 legislative imperatives and urge you to contact your U.S. Representative and Senator Joe Donnelly (202) 224-4814 and Senator Todd Young (202) 224-5623 and ask and encourage them to support these key legislative issues on behalf of the blind and visually impaired.
2017 ACB Legislative Imperatives   

The American Council of the Blind (ACB) is the nation’s leading grassroots consumer organization for individuals who are blind and visually impaired.  With 70 state and special interest affiliates across the country, ACB is committed to promoting independence and opportunity for Americans who are blind, and ACB stands committed to advocacy that lifts up our values.  

Americans are currently at the start of a transformative time in history regarding blindness and vision loss.  On one end of the spectrum, technology is making massive improvements toward augmenting the loss of sight for individuals who are blind; while at the same time, researchers and practitioners race the clock as the baby boomers live longer into retirement and changing demographics in our country all contribute to what will be a significant rise in the prevalence of blindness over the next 30 years.  (Centers for Disease Control’s Visio health Initiative.  “The Burden of Vision loss.” Accessed February 21st, 2017 at https://www.cdc.gov/visionhealth/risk/burden.htm)  Therefore, ACB urges Congress to work with advocates, scholars, and policymakers toward crafting a long-term agenda that will secure independence for millions of Americans experiencing vision loss and blindness.

The following legislative imperatives represent several key issues in the 115th Congress ACB believes will help us on our road to full independence and participation in our society.  

Safeguarding Programs that promote independence & inclusion

ACB urges Congress to support six key programs and services that are of great value for millions of Americans who are blind and visually impaired.  These programs not only promote independence, but also sustain literacy and foster community inclusion.  Understanding the detrimental effect loss of these programs would have on our population, in addition to increased costs for those forced out of their homes into institutions and assisted living facilities, ACB strongly urges Congress to support these programs through recommended – or at minimum level funding – appropriations for FY 2017 and 2018.

· Independent Living Services for Older Individuals with Blindness

· Helen Keller National Center for the Deaf – Blind 

· Defense Department Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program 

· National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 

· Education Technology Media & Materials Program 

· American Printing House for the Blind

Securing independence for Medicare Beneficiaries

For a decade now, Medicare has refused to cover the cost of low-vision aids, due to an eye-glasses exclusion that prohibits the purchase of any durable medical goods with a lens.  While the regulatory exclusion was seen as cost saving by not covering eye-glasses, it has had negative impact on those who through the use of special low-vision aids could significantly increase their independence in the home.  ACB believes that simple adaptive low-vision aids can have a significant impact on an individual’s ability to remain independent in the home.  Such personal independence can have long-lasting effects toward aging in place, rather than have to pursue costlier institutional or assisted living care.
ACB calls on Congress to pass the Medicare Demonstration on Coverage of Low Vision Devices Act, which would measure the various costs and benefits of removing the Medicare eye-glass exclusion.  This piece of legislation introduced as H.R. 729 in the 114th Congress, (https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill729) is awaiting introduction in the 115th Congress.  Congressional offices interested in becoming a co-sponsor can contact Anthony Stephens, ACB’s Director of Advocacy & Governmental Affairs: astephens@acb.org.        

Ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty

In 2013, The United States signed the world intellectual Property Organization Treaty.  Also known as the Marrakesh treaty, which would allow for the international exchange of print materials in an accessible format.  (http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/marrakesh/)  With only 5% of the World’s books available in an accessible format, this treaty would be a major global literacy boost for individuals who have print-reading disabilities like blindness.  Americans would be able to gain access to internationally published works, and would no longer be burdened with the lengthy process it takes to receive American published works when studying or traveling abroad.  

Currently publishers, libraries, and advocates have worked out and agreed upon instrument that would allow for the treaty to be ratified by the United States Senate, and ACB calls on Secretary of State Rex Tillerson to submit the treaty package to the U.S. Senate for ratification, and for the respective Foreign Relations and Judiciary Committees to move swiftly on lilts passage.  To weigh in with your support for the treaty, please contact Andy at andy_olson@foreign.senate.gov; (202) 224-4651.     

For questions or further information on the 2017 ACB imperatives, please contact Anthony Stephens, ACB’s director of Advocacy & Governmental Affairs: asteohens@acb.org: (202) 467-5081.  The American Council of the Blind greatly appreciates your support of these critical issues for 2017, and we look forward to working with you during the 115th Congress.                

Alice Cogswell and Anne Sullivan Macy Act, H.R. 1120

By Don Koors 

I had the opportunity to stay an extra day in the Washington D.C. area and participate in this legislative agenda.  The Alice Cogswell and Anne Sullivan Macy Act was an ACB 2016 legislative imperative.   Named for the first deaf student to be formally educated in the U.S. and for Helen Keller’s beloved teacher, respectively.  The Alice Cogswell and Anne Sullivan Macy Act will strengthen the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) to improve results for deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, and deaf-blind children, including those with additional disabilities.  Representative Matt Cartwright, Pennsylvania, shared with the group the importance of this legislation.  The bill as of March 1st had 15 cosponsors.  I visited the offices of Senator Joe Donnelly and Todd Young and Representative Susan Brooks and encouraged them to support the legislation.  I encourage you to contact the 2 U.S. senators and your representative in regards to this important legislation.  Among other things, this act will:

· Require states to identify, locate, and evaluate children who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, or deaf-blind regardless of formal disability category or classification so that all of these students, including those with additional disabilities, are counted and properly served.  

· Expand knowledge about the scope and quality of special education and related services provided to students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, or deaf-blind through refined data collection that tracks these students, regardless of formal disability category or classification.
· Expect states to conduct strategic planning, and commit such planning in writing, to guarantee that all deaf, heard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, and deaf-blind students within each state receive all specialized instruction and services needed, provided by properly trained personnel.  
· Enhance existing “special factors” provisions to ensure that they provide for: deaf and hard of hearing children’s language and communication needs and other unique learning needs; blind and visually impaired children’s needs related to the expanded Core Curriculum, the body of services which teachers of students with visual impairment and related professions are expertly trained to provide; deaf-blind students’ needs for language, communication, access to environmental and educational information needed for learning and interaction, and other needs.         
· Ramp up U.S. Department of Education responsibilities to monitor and report on states’ compliance with their obligations with respect to instruction and services specially provided to students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, or deaf-blind.
· Assist parents and educators of students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, or deaf-blind through regular and up-to-date written policy guidance from the U.S. Department of Education.

· Improve educational outcomes for students who are deaf-blind by updating relevant terminology, including intervener services as a related service, and ensuring the availability of trained and qualified personnel.  

· Establish a national collaborative organizational resource, the Anne Sullivan Macy Center on Vision Loss and Educational Excellence, to proliferate evidence-based practices in the education of students with vision loss to keep special educators current with the latest instructional methods, and to supplement state and local educational agency provision of the instruction and services of the Expanded Core Curriculum         

For further information contact: Barbara Raimondo, Esq., Executive Director, Conference of Educational Administrators of Schools and Programs for the deaf, (202) 999-2204, nationaloffice@ceasd.org, www.ceasd.org/child-first/alice-cogswell or Mark Richert, Esq., Director, Public Policy, American Foundation for the Blind, (202) 469-6833, Mrichert@afb.net, www.afb.org/MacyAct            
Circle City News

By Gerry Koors

Spring is just around the corner.  But this has been a winter which at times has felt like an early spring.  

Our monthly meetings started in October of 2016.  Our program was from the county clerk’s office.  Wayne Hatfield brought the new accessible voting machine for us to see and learn how to use.  

In November Ann Kornafel showed us how to do taichi exercises.  We all did some basic movements.  

On December 2nd we had our Christmas party at the Knights of Columbus center.  Sahm’s catering brought a delicious dinner.  Afterwards we had a short meeting then had a sing along of Christmas songs.  As has been the custom for the last several years, individuals can donate money or nonperishable food item that are donated to the food pantry operated by the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  We always close with John Huffman reading the Christmas Story from the Bible.

May 2017 be a happy and good year for you.                         

SCAVI NEWS

By Rich Vonderhaar, Chapter President
Our mild winter helped us to start the winter on a high note, not having to cancel any meetings due to weather.  Some years we have not been that fortunate.  Lately we have found some nice guest speakers.  

In February, Steve Burns, a professor from the IU School of Optometry spoke to us about various eye diseases and their treatment.  In March, Laura Baker, from Advanced Audiology and Hearing Care did talk to us about hearing loss and how to protect one's hearing.  In April, Edie Huffman from the Circle City chapter is giving a described video presentation of a Twilight Zone Episode.

We also have a long range plan of increasing our community outreach, but we are still finalizing that.  We will keep everyone updated on that in the next Focus.
EmploymentFirst

By Don Koors 

The Indiana Association of Supported EmploymentFirst (IN-APSE) is seeking support for this Indiana legislation.  The bill is SB 390.  As of March 16, 2017 the bill had been approved by the Indiana Senate and had the second reading in the House of Representatives with ordered engrossed.  Highlights of the bill are as follows:  

What is EmploymentFirst?

· EmploymentFirst is both a philosophy and public policy approach based on the simple notion that like all Hoosiers – community, integrated employment at competitive wages should be the first and preferred option for all people with disabilities.  

· EmploymentFirst strategies generally consist of a clear set of guiding principles, policies and practices disseminated through state statue, regulation or operational procedures that identify employment in integrated, community-based businesses as the priority for state funding.  

· EmploymentFirst initiatives center on holding individuals with disabilities to the same employment standards, responsibilities, and set of expectations as any working-age adult.
Why EmploymentFirst is needed?

· Indiana has worked to improve competitive, integrated employment options at competitive wages for persons with disabilities.  

· Despite these efforts the employment rate of working age individuals with disabilities is only 34.9%.

· EmploymentFirst provides a framework to build on Indiana’s efforts and move the employment rate closer to the 77.8% enjoyed by working age individuals without disabilities.
What Does the Proposed EmploymentFirst Legislation Do?

· Establishes state policy focused on promoting competitive integrated employment, including self-employment, as the first and preferred option when providing services to individuals with disabilities who are of working age.

· Clarifies the policy shall be implemented consistent with informed choice based on information, experience, and knowledge.  

· Assigns the Indiana Commission on Rehabilitation Services with the responsibility to coordinate the development and implementation of a statewide EmploymentFirst Plan.  

I urge you to keep tract of this important legislation.          

Transit Day at the State House

By Ted Boardman

{Photo not included} Caption: Group shot standing in the House Chamber of the Indiana Statehouse under the large gold official state seal. Left to right,
Eli McCormick, Bloomington Transit Customer Service Manager, picked me up in a BT Access van at my home at 7:55 a.m.  Along with a woman whose name I did not catch, we picked up a fellow named Mike with his attendant Eric, Iris Kiesling and another woman named Velda.  I enjoyed talking with her about the geopolitical issues with Russia and Europe on the drive up, so it went quickly for me.  Bloomington Transit Manager Lou May met us at the statehouse and Eli went and found a parking spot in a lot.

We went through security, and we followed Lou to the 2nd-floor atrium level, where we checked in and got name tags.  Matt Norris from the Monroe County Coalition for Access and Mobility (MCCAM) was there to take photos.  He and I walked to some of the booths before the initial presentation started.
We went to the ECHOLane booth first and learned about their transit scheduling system.  I asked some questions and learned about the capabilities.  Their system supports sending SMS text messages 10 minutes prior to arrival, based on the scheduling window and the GPS location.  It supports automatic calling the night before to provide the estimated time of arrival.  It supports passengers scheduling online on a web site and through a mobile app, which essentially just embeds their web site inside a mobile app.  It is supposed to be fully accessible.  They do not yet have any transit customers in Indiana.  They had several conversations with Bloomington Transit. 

The initial introductory remarks by the Indiana Citizens’ Alliance for Transit staff member explained the legislative process.  She said she was not using a microphone because she did not want to broadcast what she was saying through the atrium.  So it was a bit hard to hear.  But she explained the process clearly so that I understood where we were with these bills.

She said it was very important that we go speak with legislators in person. We could go to the desks in the hallway and write out a note, which a staff person would give to a page who would hand deliver it to the legislator in the chambers.  I thought to myself, “Hand write a note… for a page to hand deliver.  Please tell me they do not use quill pens.” 

There was a 15-minute break and I spoke with Matt and a woman behind us who was involved with rail transportation in Gary. 

Then the formal presentation began.  It was well presented and went through much of the information I had read on the web site.  I was concerned the information on the web site seemed to be from 2015, but it seemed up to date when she went over it.

After the presentation, others went to get food.  I wanted to go submit a note to meet with House Republican Representative Jeff Ellington.  He was opposed to the bills, so I thought it was key to try to speak to him.  So Matt assisted me with getting up to the 3rd floor and submitting a note.  I thought it was interesting the republicans were on the left side of the hall in the house, so that was easy to remember.  It is the opposite for the senate hallway.  Matt told me he used to be a statehouse page here and delivered notes.  We waited in the hallway until we learned they were adjourning for lunch.  We went down after waiting a while longer to check in with the rest of the group.  We heard Representative Ellington had come down and left while we were over getting some food.

Then we went to the senate side to see if we could speak with Democratic House Representative Matt Pierce.  He came out right away and talked with us, then invited us in for a group photo in front of the state seal in the chamber.  Then as we went out, I asked him if he could explain what possible reasons others might oppose his legislation to increase funding for transportation.  He gave a rather lengthy and interesting explanation.  Matt took notes.  Eli said afterward it was helpful information. 

1. Republicans do not want to raise taxes.

2. Their idea of economic stimulus is to lower taxes so that companies rush in from other states because Indiana’s taxes are so low.

3. Rural representatives do not want to raise taxes on their constituents for services they see no value or benefit from.

4. Environmental concerns are very, very low priority in this legislative body.

5. They do care about boosting business and economic growth.  His recommendation to us was to bring some representatives from business who can speak to legislators about why better transportation funding means better opportunities for business and economic growth.

Then we went to get something to eat.

Then I suggested we try again to see Representative Ellington since they told us they would be back in session at 1:15 p.m.  They didn’t start until 1:27 p.m. and we couldn’t put in our note until they started and called the roll.  But shortly after we put in our note, Representative Ellington came out.  He said he had gone down during lunch to the Transit Day area to talk with some people.  I explained my experience riding public transit, and how additional funding would be beneficial.  I talked about expanding service areas and removing the barrier to people living inside the city limits traveling around outside and vice versa.  Rural Transit cutbacks limits that service use.  I asked him if there are not elderly or disabled individuals outside the city limits that would benefit from access to better-funded transportation services.

He had experience with Rural Transit bringing people from surrounding areas to a farm (maybe his farm) which had a program for people with disabilities to interact with animals.  At least, that’s what I understood.  But more importantly, he explained that the city is going to annex a large area. He named the boundary by streets and boundary names, which I could not follow.  He seemed to think this might happen by 2020.  He says with the expanded tax base, and the expanded service areas, he is expecting that to enhance the reach of the public transportation system in our area. 

I was surprised he was open to enhancements for transportation.  He did seem clear he did not support a broad county tax increase because some people would be paying for services they would not get. 

I think this was a helpful interaction.  I followed up with a written letter thanking him for taking the time to speak with me about this issue.  I used the action and talking points and hopefully crafted something of a counter argument in a friendly way.  Even if rural residents do not get a direct benefit of access to transportation services, there are indirect benefits to increasing transportation funding that have a broad impact across the state, even in rural areas.  We all pay into our public education system, for example, but we don’t all directly benefit from that investment.  We indirectly benefit in many ways.  Additional tax revenues are not guaranteed to cover costs for expanding transit in our area.

Every $1 spent on public education, or public transportation, yields multiple dollars in value to taxpayers, according to multiple studies.  It would be good to have those specific studies or case studies to cite.  I remember the woman who ran the presentation today said they were going to be sending information to all the legislators very soon, so perhaps that kind of specific sources are included.

I was dropped off last.  Eli said I now hold the record for the longest BTAccess trip.  That's not a record I was wanting to break, but all in all, I think it was worth it.
OVER THE BACK FENCE
This column is for readers to submit announcements, poems, recipes, etc.

Interesting Easter Facts:

Easter is not fixed to a specific day.  It usually falls between March 22nd and April 25th.  It is supposed to fall on the first Sunday after the full moon following March 21st. 

The man who betrayed Jesus Christ, which led to his crucifixion, was Judas Iscariot. 

When Jesus was resurrected it proved he was the Son of God. 

Jesus' death was symbolic in that he was dying for our sins. 

The wine during communion symbolizes Jesus' blood.  The bread during communion symbolizes His body. 

Decorating Easter eggs was traditionally a symbol of the empty tomb. This tradition is called Pysanka.  Christians believe that Easter eggs symbolize new life and resurrection. 

The first Easter baskets looked like bird's nests. 

Eggs were a symbol of life to Ancient Egyptians, Persians, Romans and Greeks.  The custom of giving eggs at Easter originated with them. 

During Lent, people did not wear fine angels; instead they wore Easter bonnets. 

The White House holds an annual Easter egg hunt on the front lawn. This tradition began in 1878 with President Rutherford B. Hayes. 

In 1981 the White House began to use wooden Easter eggs so they could be kept as keepsakes. 

Easter is the oldest Christian holiday. 

Approximately $14.7 billion is spent every Easter, with an average of $130 for each home.  120 million pounds of candy are sold at Easter. Approximately 75% of people will eat the chocolate bunny's ears first. 

Approximately 90 million chocolate bunnies are sold at Easter. 

Over 16 million jelly beans are eaten on Easter in the United States. This is enough jelly beans to circle the earth three times. 

The biggest chocolate bunny was created by an artist in South Africa in 2010. It weighed 3 tons and stood at 12 feet. 

One of the biggest Easter eggs weighed 7,200kg and was 10.39 meters tall. It was on display in an Italian mall in 2011. 

An Easter egg was created called The Real Easter Egg.  This Easter egg explains the Christian meaning of Easter.  In 2012, 90,000 Real Easter Eggs were sold to churches. 

Lilies are a flower often associated with Easter (Easter Lilies). The petals face downward, which is in honor of Jesus. 

Wearing new clothing on Easter is said to bring good luck for the coming year. 

Some European countries follow a tradition of burning Easter fires, which represent fertility. 

Members of the Greek Orthodox faith often paint their Easter eggs red, which symbolizes Jesus' blood and his victory over death.  The color red is symbolic of the renewal of life, and as such, Jesus' resurrection.       
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