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From Your President

By Lynn Powers

Good Day Everyone,

Greetings! I hope all is well as we get ready to close out another year.

At ACBI we have several projects in the works for next year.  We need to do what it takes to recruit new members and renew current ones.  This will involve improvements to our web site and presence on social media.  We are aware of the place the blind and visually impaired community has in our society and we need to show ourselves as active contributing citizens.  If you have any ideas for community outreach activities, please communicate those to your chapter representatives and to the state board. 

For 2017, we will again be participating in regional convention with ACB-Ohio. Illinois and Wisconsin may join as well.  It is our hope that this convention will be a good experience as the last one was. Transportation is expected to be difficult as the location is in northern Ohio.  ACBI will work on ways to assist our members to get to the venue which is a resort, Kalahari Water Park.  The planning committee is going to allow time for participants to enjoy the amenities which are complementary with a star note.

I will be having double knee replacement surgery in February.  I expect to be off work for 6-8 weeks.  More details on that as it gets closer.  Your kind thoughts and prayers are always appreciated.

Take care and I wish you happy holidays.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Cheers!

Lynn

2016 ACBI Elections Results

As is our usual practice at every ACBI state convention, elections were held at our business meeting for the next year’s officers and board members.  This year was no different.  We did not have any officer positions to fill, only board slots.  So, here is your 2017 ACBI officers and board:

Officers:
President—Lynn Powers 
Vice-president—Barbara Salisbury 
Secretary—Edie Huffman 
Treasurer—Rich Vonderhaar
Board members:  Deanna Austin, John Huffman, Don Koors, Sue L’Esperance, Jeff Bush, Rita Kersh, Bill Pierman, Don Lane, Bill Sparks
Small Crowd, Big Auction 
By Rich Vonderhaar

The small turn out at our 2016 State Convention certainly did not hamper the results of our 2016 auction.  Our three wonderful auctioneers, Deanna Austin, Jeff Bush and John Huffman kept things lively and provided plenty of humor.  Some of the more popular items were candy, homemade bread and a picture of the down town Indianapolis sky line.  We raised $935 from the auction and $77 in donations totaling $1,012 of which $301.20 went to Circle City, $97 to Heartland and $60 to SCAVI.  Thanks goes out to Lynn Powers and Edie Huffman for their hard work putting the auction together and also to all who donated so many wonderful items.  Together we made it a success.
SCAVI NEWS

By Rich Vonderhaar, Chapter President
The fall season has proven to be both a busy as well as interesting one for the South Central Association of the Visually Impaired.

We began by sending five members to the State Convention in Indianapolis.  While the attendance was small, the convention was a good one, featuring great speakers as well as informative exhibits.  As usual the food and visiting were great too.

On October 6 we had a table at the Craft and Vendor Fair at the United Methodist Church in Bedford.  This gave us an opportunity to meet people and tell the community about what we do.  We also passed out brochures.

On October 13, we helped the Bedford Noon Lions do a chili supper.  

Although not as many people came as last year, the food was good, and everyone enjoyed it.

At our November meeting we held elections and our president and secretary will serve another term.  We also elected two board members.  
On November 10 Brian Norton from Crossroads Easter Seals came to Bedford and gave a presentation about iPhones and other assistive technology.  Several asked questions and received some much needed training.  The presentation was definitely a success.  We were pleasantly surprised when four guests attended.  2016 was a great year, and we are looking forward to 2017, but that won't happen till we have that awesome Christmas party in December.  Hope all of you readers have a great rest of 2016

NHTSA sets 'Quiet Car' safety standard to protect pedestrians 

New requirement of audible alert will help prevent 2,400 pedestrian injuries a year

Link to Announcement: http://www.nhtsa.gov/About-NHTSA/Press-Releases/nhtsa_quiet_car_final_rule_11142016

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation's National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) today announced that it is adding a sound requirement for all newly manufactured hybrid and electric light-duty vehicles to help protect pedestrians.  The new federal safety standard will help pedestrians who are blind, have low vision, and other pedestrians detect the presence, direction and location of these vehicles when they are traveling at low speeds, which will help prevent about 2,400 pedestrian injuries each year once all hybrids in the fleet are properly equipped.

"We all depend on our senses to alert us to possible danger," said U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx.  "With more, quieter hybrid and electrical cars on the road, the ability for all pedestrians to hear as well as see the cars becomes an important factor of reducing the risk of possible crashes and improving safety."

Under the new rule, all hybrid and electric light vehicles with four wheels and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less will be required to make audible noise when traveling in reverse or forward at speeds up to 30 kilometers per hour (about 19 miles per hour).  At higher speeds, the sound alert is not required because other factors, such as tire and wind noise, provide adequate audible warning to pedestrians.

"This is a common-sense tool to help pedestrians — especially folks who are blind or have low vision — make their way safely," said NHTSA Administrator Dr. Mark Rosekind.  "With pedestrian fatalities on the rise, it is vitally important we take every action to protect the most vulnerable road users."

Manufacturers have until Sept. 1, 2019, to equip all new hybrid and electric vehicles with sounds that meet the new federal safety standard.  Half of new hybrid and electric vehicles must be in compliance one year before the final deadline.

"We commend NHTSA on bringing this process to completion," said Eric Bridges, executive director of the American council of the Blind. "This new safety standard moving forward will not just make our streets safer for blind and visually impaired Americans, but also serve as an additional safety cue for all pedestrians who share the streets with hybrid or electric vehicles."

The new standard, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 141, responds to Congress' mandate in the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act that hybrid and electric vehicles meet minimum sound requirements to provide an audible alert for blind and visually-impaired pedestrians.

OVER THE BACK FENCE
This column is for readers to submit announcements, poems, recipes, etc.

Thanksgiving

By Ella Wheeler Wilcox

We walk on starry fields of white

And do not see the daisies;

For blessings common in our sight

We rarely offer praises.

We sigh for some supreme delight

To crown our lives with splendor,

And quite ignore our daily store

Of pleasures sweet and tender.

Our cares are bold and push their way

Upon our thought and feeling.

They hang about us all the day,

Our time from pleasure stealing.

So unobtrusive many a joy

We pass by and forget it,

But worry strives to own our lives

And conquers if we let it.

There's not a day in all the year

But holds some hidden pleasure,

And looking back, joys oft appear

To brim the past's wide measure.

But blessings are like friends, I hold,

Who love and labor near us.

We ought to raise our notes of praise

While living hearts can hear us.

Full many a blessing wears the guise

Of worry or of trouble.

Farseeing is the soul and wise

Who knows the mask is double.

But he who has the faith and strength

To thank his God for sorrow

Has found a joy without alloy

To gladden every morrow.

We ought to make the moments notes

Of happy, glad Thanksgiving;

The hours and days a silent phrase

Of music we are living.

And so the theme should swell and grow

As weeks and months pass o'er us,

And rise sublime at this good time,

A grand Thanksgiving chorus
******
True Christian Christmas

Christmas isn't showy gifts

Or glittering decoration;

It's honoring our Savior, Jesus Christ

In humble adoration.

It's serving those less fortunate,

Meeting their needs before our own;

It's making sure at Christmas time

That no one is alone.

It's taking what we would have spent

On things that no one needs,

And using it to help someone

With service and good deeds.

Our Savior showed us how to live

With charity, faith and service.

It makes the holidays a joy,

More peaceful, and less nervous.

So let's remember Christmas is

About our Savior's birth;

That's the way to happiness,

The way to peace on earth.

Wearable artificial vision device shows promise in helping people with vision disabilities ‘read’

Oct 19, 2016

CHICAGO: A unique wearable artificial vision device may help people who are legally blind “read” and recognize faces.  It may also help these individuals accomplish everyday tasks with significantly greater ease than using traditional assistive reading devices, suggests a study presented today at AAO 2016, the 120th annual meeting of the American Academy of Ophthalmology.

Approximately 246 million people worldwide have low vision.  This sight loss impairs a person’s ability to do simple daily tasks.  Optical and electronic devices such as hand-held magnifiers, tele-microscopic glasses and computer and video magnifiers can help. But, typically these devices are bulky, cumbersome or not readily portable.  With recent advancements in wearable electronic devices and optical character recognition technology that converts images to computer-readable text, University of California, Davis researchers hypothesized that these newer technologies could help improve patients’ ability to function in daily life.  To test their theory, researchers asked a group of patients with vision disabilities to use a wearable artificial vision device to see its impact.  They found that the device vastly improved patients’ daily productivity.

The researchers used the Orcam My Eye for their study.  The device is unique because it clips to glasses, making it hands-free.  It features a miniature camera that sees and recognizes what the user is viewing, whether text or a face, and then reads what it is seeing to the user via a small bone-conduction earpiece.  The user activates the device by simply pointing a finger to the object or text, tapping it or pressing a trigger button.

Researchers tested the device on 12 people with vision disabilities, who all had a visual acuity of less than 20/200.  Study participants performed a 10-item test simulating activities of daily life, including recognizing products and reading a variety of items such as emails, letters, newspapers, book and signs.  They earned one point for the successful completion of each item, and a zero for each not completed.  The total possible score was 10.  The researchers studied the participants at three stages.  First, they observed the participants doing the tasks without the device, then while wearing it after receiving a 90- to 120-minute training session and finally after wearing the device for one week.

The researchers’ findings were as follows:

Without wearing the device, the participants’ average score was 2.5 out of 10.

When they first tried the device, their average score improved to 9.5 out of 10.

After a week of wearing the device, the average score of participants improved to 9.8 out of 10.

Seven of the patients completed the test using other low-vision aids such as magnifying glasses, resulting in an average score of 6.  When they switched to the portable device, their average score improved to 9.7.

“While there have been many advances in eye care, the options for assistance in completing daily tasks are limited and cumbersome,” said Elad Moisseiev, M.D., a vitreoretinal surgeon who was the study lead at U.C. Davis, but is now with the Tel Aviv Medical Center, Israel.  “This represents a new step in the evolution of assistance devices for people with low vision, giving them hope for improving their functionality, independence and quality of life.”

NOTE: Mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product of service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.
RENEWAL/MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Rich Vonderhaar, 633 T St., Bedford, IN  47421, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____) ____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
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