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From Your President

By Lynn Powers

Good Day Everyone!

Greetings!

I hope everyone is doing well. 

This year’s convention will be held jointly with ACB-Ohio.  A tentative agenda has been proposed as the committees are making progress.   I would like to thank the participants from ACBI.  The first is the program committee.  Three representatives from ACBI have joined: Barbara Salisbury, Rich Vonderhaar and Bill Sparks.  Barbara has written an article in this issue of the focus.  The site committee has also been formed with Edie Huffman and Deanna Austin representing ACBI. 

The site committee reported that they have found an excellent venue for a convention to be held November 6-8, 2015.  The hotel is the Garfield Hotel & Suites.  It’s on a bus line, near both the Greyhound station and the Megabus stop, and near many downtown restaurants.  The hotel has its own restaurant as well.  A shuttle goes to the Greyhound station and we can inquire about the Megabus.  A dog relief area, complete with trashcans, is just across a quiet street. There is parking next-door, for $2/day.  Accommodations consist of suites, either one- or two-bedroom; the larger ones have one and a half baths.  The suites a queen-size bed in each bedroom and a couch in the living room; rollaway beds are available.  Each comes with a fully equipped kitchen; Kroger is nearby for those who want food in the room.  One-bedroom suites cost $89, two-bedroom ones cost $119 (plus tax).  They offer free wifi, and meeting rooms are fully equipped for wifi and recording.  There is no minimum-spending requirement; meeting rooms will cost nothing since we will use the hotel for meals.  One large room has a small entry room, which we can use for registration, using the larger one for exhibits (it has its own lock and is very secure).  They do not have a braille menu but can send it to us; we might send it out ahead of time as well as having a few on site.  Those who want to swim can get a free pass to YWCA.

Registration for the convention will be available online or via traditional mail.  ACBI will adopt the ACB-Ohio plan, which includes four meals in their registration package (all meals on Saturday and Sunday breakfast).  Those who attended the ACBO convention last year commented on how it was nice to sit down to the meals and get to know everyone in a social setting.  I would recommend that those who can afford it partake in the meals, which usually have a speaker. This would also support the hotel costs, which ACBO signed a contract for.  Meals may also be purchased separately.  More information will be provided in the next issue of the focus.

We still have several tasks ahead of us as a board.  A committee to look at the by-laws of the organization was formed.  A report will be given at the business meeting followed by a vote.   We are also looking at how to increase our online presence and attract new members of all ages.

Take care and we will be in touch soon!  Watch the ACBI and ACB-Ohio web sites for registration information later this summer. 

Cheers!

2015 ACBI Convention Preview

We’re on a new adventure this year!

By Barbara Salisbury 

The American Council of the Blind of Indiana and The American Council of the Blind of Ohio are coming together for a joint convention,  Forging Frontiers in Partnership!

We are all familiar with the old adage, “two heads are better than one”?  Well, when two great state organizations come together, the possibilities are, “Together We’re Better”!

This is our convention theme for 2015!  

Drawing on each other’s strengths and experience in holding conventions, we aim to plan a convention where almost anyone will find something interesting, from concurrent sessions to vendors new and familiar, or fun activity to an engaging speaker with every convention meal, there will be something to stimulate and delight!  

The planning effort includes people from both state organizations.  ACBI is contributing to the site committee through the efforts of Edie Huffman and Deanna Austin, and on the convention planning committee, Lynn Powers, Barbara Salisbury, Bill Sparks and Rich Vonderhaar.

Our own Edie Huffman will be presenting on audio description, and the IU School of Optometry will be presenters, as well as a vendor with the bio-optic driving device.

Additionally, Bill Sparks will be a vendor, as well as, a panel participant in a discussion on broadcasting and podcasting.  

Indiana will also be well represented as the Indiana Teacher of the Year, Kathy Nimmer, a teacher who is blind, teaching in the public schools for the better part of 3 decades, will be our Saturday night banquet speaker!  She will also engage us in a interactive session on Sunday morning.

We will also have a joint auction Saturday evening, with the proceeds of each donated item returning to the respective donor state.

So, please consider donating items for the auction and benefit of ACBI!

The convention activities will take place at the Garfield Suites Hotel in downtown Cincinnati, November 6-8.  This hotel offers suites instead of individual rooms.  Each suite includes a living room, dining area, fully equipped kitchen, bath, and either one or two bedrooms.  Those on the east side of the building include a balcony. 

You can see, there is lots of room for creative lodging here!

Please start planning now to attend this year’s convention.  If you have any questions, you may contact any of us on the planning committee.  We hope to see you at the 2015 conference and convention!

SCAVI NEWS

By Rich Vonderhaar, Chapter President
With spring time comes warmer weather and great opportunities for SCAVI activities.  Recently a few of our new members who have experienced vision loss late in life were able to complete some training from Bosma.  While these members found this training quite beneficial, SCAVI was proud to be the resource for them receiving this training.

At our May monthly meeting we did something new which we called the SCAVI Q &A.  Everyone was asked to either bring a vision aid or talking device to demonstrate or a question about vision loss for others to help answer.  The new idea was so well received that we may make it an annual activity.

On May 31, we had our picnic.  It was well attended, and the food and visiting was fun for all.

Finally last but certainly not least, we got our audible traffic signals installed here in Bedford.  This project took over two years to complete and would not have happened without the hard work, dedication and perseverance of Rita Kersh.

While we still have much work to do, we feel the first half of 2015 has gone well in meeting our goal of making SCAVI a more hands on community involved organization.

SAFE PASSAGE

Audible signals to improve safety for visually impaired

Posted: Thursday, May 7, 2015 10:30 am 

By Carol Johnson cjohnson@tmnews.com

BEDFORD — Rita Kersh has patiently waited 2 1/2 years to walk downtown and feel safe crossing 16th street.

Kersh, who has had low vision all her life and has been totally blind for the past 16 years, has been an advocate for audible traffic signals that would indicate when she has the "walk" sign to cross.

Last week, workers from the Indiana Department of Transportation installed audible signals at 16th and I streets downtown.  The project calls for installing the signals at six other intersections around town, including all four corners of the square, according to Jason Tiller, director of media relations and communications for the southwest district of INDOT.  "Installing the rest of them has been delayed because of infrastructure problems," said Tiller.  He said the others will be installed as soon as those issues are corrected.  Kersh, meanwhile, is hopeful her wait won't be much longer.  "I've been living in Bedford for seven years and have yet to cross 16th Street by myself," she said.  

With the new signals, a vision-impaired person can push a button and an automated voice will indicated if it is safe to cross.  Beeps indicate the time remaining to cross.

Kersh has an assistance dog, Jazzy, that guides her, but she said she still did not feel safe walking around the square.  "With 16th Street being a highway, it's our most heavily traveled street in town," said Kersh.  "As a blind person with a hearing problem, I can't determine where the traffic is."  Kersh went with her parents to check out the new signal on Wednesday.  She said the traffic noise made it difficult to hear the beeps and she plans to ask INDOT if the beeps can be louder.  Upon finding out the other corners are still without audible signals, she decided to wait before making a trip around the square.  "I’ll wait until all buttons are installed and try them out.  No traveling to the square for me yet," she said.

Tiller said the project is part of the state's compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The cost of the project is $50,000.

Kersh began pushing for the signals when she returned from Leader Dog training in Michigan.  "I got information about them there and gave it to Mayor Shawna Girgis," said Kersh.  "I told her I'd like to see them on the square."  Because 16th Street is a state highway, the project fell under the scope of INDOT.  "I just kept bugging them," said Kersh with a laugh.  "I think (the audible signals) will be helpful to lots of people, not just those with vision problems.  The seniors living downtown at the Stonecutters Place, even kids."

New Albany Public Library Provides ADA Stations

                     March 25, 2015                                                                       

The New Albany-Floyd County Public Library offers two ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) work stations, one on each floor of the Library, to meet the needs of patrons who are visually impaired or physically challenged.  Library staff is available to assist patrons with use of the equipment and software programs at each station.  For more information on disability resources and advocacy in Indiana, please visit the website of the Indiana Governor’s Council for People with Disabilities at www.indianadisabilityawareness.org.  In addition to headsets, speakers, and custom mice for those who are physically challenged, the Library’s ADA work stations feature the following equipment and software: 

JAWS Professional

JAWS, Job Access With Speech, is the world's most popular screen reader, developed for computer users whose vision loss prevents them from seeing screen content or navigating with a mouse.  JAWS provides speech and Braille output for the most popular computer applications.

JAWS Training Bundle with PLEXTALK

The JAWS (Job Access With Speech) Training Bundle contains over 50 hours of high-quality one-on-one JAWS training sessions, including tutorials on Microsoft Office.  PLEXTALK, a digital talking book player, allows print disabled users, including those who are blind or dyslexic, to read and navigate through the JAWS training sessions.

MAGic® Screen Magnification Software with Speech

MAGic is a screen magnification and screen reading solution for low vision computer users.  MAGic can help users work more efficiently with business applications, documents, email, navigating the Internet, and engaging in social networking.  MAGic delivers smooth, crisp letters, even at the highest magnification levels.  Speech options add human-sounding voices to speak text and echo user actions.

OpenBook Software and PEARL Document Camera

OpenBook converts printed documents or graphic-based text into an electronic text format on a computer, using high-quality speech and the latest optical character recognition (OCR) technology.  OpenBook is innovative software designed to enhance success for people who are blind or have low vision who need access to printed and electronic materials.  OpenBook and the PEARL document camera create a complete scanning and reading system for those with visual impairment. 

The mission of the New Albany-Floyd County Public Library is to create young readers, celebrate the diversity of our community, preserve our local history and promote genealogical research, support literacy, and stimulate imagination by providing services and collections in a variety of formats for use during leisure time. Through innovative programming, we create memories and shared stories for residents of all ages, in a community gathering place.  The Library is located at 180 West Spring Street in downtown New Albany, Indiana. The New Albany-Floyd County Public Library is open Monday-Thursday from 9:00 am-8:30 pm; Friday-Saturday from 9:00 am-5:30 pm; and Sunday 1:00 pm-5:00 pm (Sundays after Labor Day through the last Sunday before Memorial Day Weekend only).  Please visit www.nafclibrary.org and www.facebook.com/NAFCPL for more information on Library programs and services.

Audible Prescription Labels

The following information in reference to audible prescription labels has been gathered from several sources but may not include all of them if some additional ones have recently been added.  

ScripTalk Labels are available from the following Indiana pharmacies:  

Crowder’s Pharmacy, 631 16th Street, Bedford, IN 47421

  Phone: 812-275-5949

Merrill Pharmacy, 606 North Main Street, Mishawaka, IN 46545

  Phone: 574-255-2988

Pharmacy 1 Express, 730 West 2nd Street, Bloomington, IN 47403

  Phone: 812-331-7979

CVS Caremark, 2800 Enterprise Street, Indianapolis, IN 46219

  Phone: 888-861-4363

Walmart – Mishawaka #2678, 316 Indian Ridge Boulevard, Mishawaka, IN 46545

  Phone: 574-243-9707

Mathes Pharmacy, 1621 Charlestown Road, New Albany, IN 47150

  Phone: 812-944-3612

Walmart – Indianapolis #1580, 10617 East Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46229

  Phone: 317-895-0316

Medicine Plus Pharmacy, 2412 West 16th Street, Bedford, IN 47421

  Phone: 812-275-3383          

ScripTalk labels are available from the following national pharmacies:
New Utrecht Pharmacy, 4624 New Utrecht Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219

  Phone: 718-436-9300

Kohll’s Pharmacy and Homecare PLC, 3427 south 84th, Omaha, NE 68124 

  Phone: 402-393-1404

Rashid Pharmacy, 2404 Avenue L, Fort Madison, IA

  Phone: 319-372-2300

Merle Pharmacy, 203 East Locust Street, #1, Bloomington, IL 61701


  Phone: 309-828-2242

Walmart #2625, 1025 West Trinity Mills Road, Carrollton, TX 75006

  Phone: 888-227-3403

PrescribeIT Rx

  Toll-Free: 800-526-1490

Walmart has made ScripTalk available to its mail order pharmacy customers for the past 2 years and will now implement ScripTalk at any of their local pharmacies when a customer requests it.  All the customer has to do is ask their local pharmacist for audible prescription labels.  If the pharmacist is not familiar with the program, the customer should tell the pharmacist to “search for ScripTalk on The WIRE.”  The pharmacist will know that The WIRE is Walmart’s internal communication system for its pharmacists and that they just need to search for the term “ScripTalk” to find instructions on how to get it implemented locally.  
Walgreens is now offering a Talking Pill Reminder via its mail order pharmacy and its local pharmacies.  Customers make a request for the Talking Pill Reminder directly to their local pharmacist or by calling Walgreens’ national customer service number, 1-800-925-4733. 

Over the Back Fence

This column is for readers to submit announcements, poems, recipes, etc.

GOOD ADVICE TO LIVE BY
If you want your dreams to come true, don't oversleep.  
The smallest good deed is better than the grandest intention.  
Of all the things you wear, your expression is the most important.  
The best vitamin for making friends....B1.  
The 10 commandments are not multiple choice.  
The happiness of your life depends on the quality of your thoughts.  
Minds are like parachutes...they function only when open.  
Ideas won't work unless YOU do.  
One thing you can't recycle is wasted time.  
One who lacks the courage to start has already finished.  
The heaviest thing to carry is a grudge.  
Don't learn safety rules by accident.  
We lie the loudest when we lie to ourselves.  
Jumping to conclusions can be bad exercise.  
A turtle makes progress when it sticks it's head out.
One thing you can give and still keep...is your word.  
A friend walks in when everyone else walks out.  
AND FINALLY...  
The pursuit of happiness is the chase of a lifetime!!! 
--Author Unknown
The American Foundation for the Blind Creates an Accessible Video Player and Makes It Available As a Free Download

NEW YORK (May 5, 2015)—Today, the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) made its new, accessible HTML5 embedded video player available as a free download.  The AFB Accessible Player makes it easy for people with vision loss to play videos online, something that can be fraught with accessibility challenges.

"People with vision loss need equal access to online videos for school, work and entertainment.  People who are blind typically use only a keyboard, but many current video players are designed for mouse only, with no way to interact with the controls via the keyboard," said Crista Earl, director of AFB Web Services.  "Other video players have buttons with unlabeled images, so people using screen readers and people with low vision can’t easily fast forward, pause or rewind the video."

The AFB Accessible Player leverages HTML5 and cascading style sheets (CSS) to allow low-vision users to take advantage of websites' high-contrast color schemes to select the font sizes and colors they find easiest to read.  The controls are labeled with text, so they work with any kind of assistive technology, such as screen-reading software, braille displays and screen-magnification software, as well as a mouse.  The video can be expanded to full screen, which is helpful for users with low vision.  It can be used either as an embedded YouTube player or as a standard player, and the custom control layout supports both English and Spanish languages.  The player also provides fallback options for older browsers.  HTML5 is the standard supported by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), which provides enhanced functionality for modern websites and helps make the Internet more accessible.

AFB's own websites are designed for accessibility, and AFB Tech, AFB's technology division, regularly helps businesses to make their online presence more user friendly for people with disabilities. Initially, the AFB Accessible Player was developed for visitors to the AFB family of websites, but because so many developers are looking for specific solutions to make their websites accessible, AFB made the decision to share the player online. 

"This HTML5 player is unlike anything else currently available, and we feel this is a big leap forward for blind and visually impaired users," added Earl.

"As an organization, we are committed to promoting accessibility for people who are blind or visually impaired," said Carl R. Augusto, AFB president and CEO.  "We encourage developers to download and use this video player.  With more than 20 million Americans living with vision loss, a lot of people could benefit from wide use of this player."

AFB's new HTML5 player is available for download free of charge at  www.afb.org/player.

Netflix Begins Audio Description for Visually Impaired

Tracy Wright, director of content operations, Netflix.

At Netflix, we work hard to continually improve the experience for our members when viewing movies and shows on our service, including providing accessibility across devices.  Now we’re expanding our accessibility options by adding audio description on select titles, beginning today with our new critically acclaimed series, Marvel’s Daredevil.

Audio description is a narration track that describes what is happening on-screen, including physical actions, facial expressions, costumes, settings and scene changes.  Customers can choose audio narration just like choosing the soundtrack in a different language.

In coming weeks, we'll add more titles, including current and previous seasons of the Golden Globe and Emmy award-winning political thriller, House of Cards, Emmy award-winning comedy-drama series, Orange is the New Black, as well as Tina Fey’s Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt and the epic adventure series Marco Polo. 

Netflix is actively committed to increasing the number of audio-visual translations for movies and shows in our English-language catalogues.  We are also exploring adding audio description into other languages in the future. 

Over time, we expect audio description to be available for major Netflix original series, as well as select other shows and movies.  We are working with studios and other content owners to increase the amount of audio description across a range of devices including smart TVs, tablets and smartphones. 

Stay tuned.
NOTE: Mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product of service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.  
RENEWAL/MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Donald Koors, 5885 North Central, Indianapolis, IN 46220, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____) ____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
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