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From Your President

 By Mike Bowman
Hope you all have had a Happy, wonderful beautiful fall, this year.

Yep, we have finished up another busy, busy beautiful Indiana Fall and enjoying the Holidays.

Does anyone know some good ways to get new people involved in the ACBI?  

(Answer Below) 

I want to Thank our 2013 ACBI Convention planning committee another time for a Great job putting together our Wonderful 2013 ACBI State Convention. 0020
If you missed the 2013 ACBI Convention, You really missed a Great Convention and a wonderful time spent together. I want to take a moment to Thank the 2013 ACBI Board members for a Good year and All their help and support during my past  year as ACBI President. 

Lynn Powers will be your  2014 ACBI President, supported by Barbara Salisbury, as your Vice President,  and I have lots of faith in the both of them to Lead the ACBI on a Great path forward.

The ACBI Executive Team is rounded out by Edie Huffman as Secretary, and Don Koors as Treasurer.

I will continue to be here for the ACBI.

Everyone, remember to ask your local chapter Leadership what is happening with the ACBI Board and what you can do to Help, that way you will always know what to do to continuously support, improve and grow ACBI in 2014 and beyond. 

We are always looking for and need new people to get involved in our achieving growth and assistance of others.

Be sure to contribute to our New ACBI State Convention fund.  This will be a Great way to contribute to ACBI and grow our state conventions and their offerings to individuals participating, without increasing the registration cost to everyone.

Did you Mark your calendars yet and save The Dates for our 2014 ACBI state Convention? 

Be ready to enjoy another Great weekend next year and take away a wealth of information and memories to share with others.

The dates and location have been set.

See everyone there, if not before!

( Answer )

Some great ways to get new people involved in the ACBI is to Simply share information and your personal excitement about ACBI with others.  Yes, it is just that simple to get others interested. 

Remember to invite them to your chapter meetings, events and bring them to next year's state convention.

Yes, it is just that easy to get new people interested & involved in ACBI. 

Go Forth and share!

Hope to see everyone at our 2014 state convention!

Till the next time that we or our communications cross paths,

Mike Bowman

ACBI Past President
Renew Your Membership 

By Donald Koors, Treasurer   

It’s that time again.  Membership dues to ACB and ACBI for 2014 are now due.  ACB and ACBI members that are not a member of a local chapter should send their 2014 dues by January 15, 2014 of $7.00 to Donald J. Koors, Treasurer, 5885 North Central Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46220-2509.  Please complete the membership form on the last page of this newsletter.  The state chapter will need to send the phone number and e-mail address of members to the national office this year so please include that information on the form.  ACB and ACBI members who are members of one of the local chapters will pay their dues to the local chapter.  Thanks for sending in your dues so a separate notice will not have to be mailed to individual members.  

SCAVI News
By Rita Kersh

Wow, where has this year gone?  By the time you read this issue Christmas will be fast approaching and the new year will be just around the corner.
We had eight of our members at the ACBI State Convention and are proud that two SCAVI members will be on the 2014 board.  Brenda Eads and Vicky Saari will be taking the place of Mike and Dolly Sowder, also SCAVI members.

SCAVI has had a very busy fall.  Our huge project, Dining in the Dark, which took place on Oct. 15, was a big success. Considering this was our first time doing this as a fund raiser, we were quite pleased.  We had close to 100 people in attendance for the dinner.  Our ticket sales and silent auction were the money makers.  I heard lots of good things and our local paper really promoted us before and after the event.  So, it looks like we’ll be doing this again next year.

Our Nov. meeting consisted of a presentation from the Area 15 Agency on Aging.  We not only heard about their programs, but other programs Hoosier Uplands provides, which are considerable.

Saturday, Dec. 7 is our chapter Christmas party at noon at the First Baptist Church.  We’re having a pot luck and a fun gift swap game.  It’ll be a time for fellowship and good eating.

SCAVI would like to extend our best wishes for a merry Christmas and a wonderful 2014!
Important ACB Twitter Announcement

 

Colleagues,

I am pleased to announce that as the first step in the development of a coordinated social media program, the ACB Twitter Team has now been established. We are using a team approach for our Twitter presence as this allows for more effective coverage of important and/or time-sensitive news, thus insuring that such  is posted in a timely manner. 

I believe that the team selected brings experience, skill and judgment to ACB's Twitter presence and that they will keep Twitter followers informed with what is happening within our organization and the blindness community in general. I am please to introduce you to the members of the ACB Twitter Team:

Lisa Brooks (Arizona)
lbrooks.mv@gmail.com

Lisa is the administrator of the website for the Arizona Council of the Blind.  She also administers the Blind Families page on Twitter, and she is active on Facebook as well.

Jim Denham (Massachusetts)
Jimdenham3@gmail.com

Jim is active both on Twitter and on Facebook.  Not only does he use these tools himself, but he also teaches how to use these tools to people with visual impairments.  He feels there needs to be a mix of original tweets from ACB as well as some re-tweeting of blindness news.

Michael Malver (Minnesota)
mmalver@gmail.com

Michael spends many hours a day on Twitter, as that is a major component of his online activity. He feels there are matters discussed on ACB email lists and in other forums that are not being shared on Twitter. He is also interested in tweeting news from other blindness organizations. He has been on the ACB-L listserv for quite some time.

And finally, John McCann, as board liaison, will support the team as they move forward in enhancing ACB's presence in  the Twitter community. John is an active Twitter user, and he has been assisting with the management of our Twitter account for several months now.

I also wish to thank and acknowledge the work of the Twitter Team Screening Committee that interviewed prospective candidates for the team. The members of the committee are: Ray Campbell, IL; Marlaina Leiberg, WA; John McCann, VA; and Carla Ruschival, KY. This committee is now in the process of screening candidates for the ACB Facebook page. If you have talents with Facebook and would like to serve on the ACB Facebook Team, contact Ray Campbell at:

Ray1530@wowway.com

To access ACB on Twitter, you can use your favorite Twitter client and search for our user name:
@ACBNational

Alternatively, you can follow us by going to:

http://www.twitter.com/acbnational

Please share this information on your state and special interest listservs and email distribution lists to assist ACB in getting the word out about our new, expanded  Twitter presence.

Thanks so much!

Kim Charlson, President
American Council of the Blind

Over the Back Fence
This column is for readers to submit announcements, poems, recipes, etc.

The Legend of the Candy Cane

According to legend there was a candy maker who wanted to invent a candy that was a witness to Christ. The result was the candy cane. 

First of all he used a hard candy because Christ is the rock of ages. This hard candy was shaped so that it would resemble either a "J" for Jesus or a shepherd's staff. He made it white to represent the purity of Christ. Finally a red stripe was added to represent the blood Christ shed for the sins of the world and three thinner red stripes for the stripes he received on our behalf when the Roman soldiers whipped him. Sometimes a green stripe is added as reminder that Jesus is a gift from God. 

The flavor of the cane is peppermint which is similar to hyssop. Hyssop is in the mint family and used in the Old Testament for purification and sacrifice.

Jesus, the pure lamb of God, come to be a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

So the next time you see a candy cane, please hear the sermon it preaches: Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, is the sinless rock of ages who suffered and died for our sins.

Starbucks to offer Braille gift cards year-round

By Gregory Wallace  @CNNMoney October 2, 2013: 5:34 PM ET

A Braille gift card will become a regular at the Starbucks registers, the company announced Wednesday.

The card was introduced in September 2011, and has previously been available in limited runs during October, which is designated as the disability employment awareness month. It will now be part of the chain's permanent gift card lineup.

On the face of the card is Braille lettering that reads "Starbucks" to help customers differentiate it from the other cards in their wallets or purse.

The card was originally introduced at the urging of disability advocates. On Wednesday, Starbucks said it was asked to offer the card year-round by a mother who said her blind daughter appreciates the independence the card gives her.

Kim Charlson of the Braille Authority of North America said she was not aware of any other companies offering a Braille gift card.

The Seattle-based chain has been the subject of several disability-related lawsuits, including objections to the height of their counters and the stores' hospitality towards deaf individuals.
Accessible HD Radio

Best Buy Co., Inc. (NYSE:BBY) and the International Association of Audio Information Services (IAAIS) previewed The Narrator, Insignia's first "talking" HD Radio(TM) Technology product, at the IAAIS annual conference in Houston. The Narrator, named for its differentiating features includes audible voice responses, access to local HD Radio broadcasts of reading services, and an ergonomic design, was designed in collaboration with the IAAIS to be accessible for people with visual impairments."We chose to partner with the IAAIS to help identify and solve for the everyday technology needs of people with visual disabilities. The Narrator eliminates the need to see the display. Audible voice prompts tell the user which button was pressed, and when the radio's functions are activated," said senior product manager Mike Dahnert. "The Narrator has universal appeal, but is designed to be simple for a person who cannot see the display to operate."

Accessible Design 
Access to technology is a basic human need, and the team recognized this market is underserviced in terms of consumer electronic offerings. In partnering with the IAAIS, the team was able to identify those radio features most requested by the roughly 20 million Americans who live with vision loss or impairment. With The Narrator, there is no need for another person to tune the radio, set the time, arrange pre-set favorites or be certain that the radio is powered down. The Narrator's key features include:
Audible voice prompts on buttons
Button layout and markings that are intuitively designed
Hi-fidelity HD Radio table top FM radio delivering CD-like sound quality without any static
20-program memory so that your favorite stations are just a touch away
3.5 mm headphone jack for convenience and privacy

"Our association's member stations provide access to current print so that people with disabilities can live more independently. We offered our insights as to which accessible features would make this radio a highly valuable product to someone living with low vision or blindness. Now, with The Narrator coming to market, people with visual disabilities will have a radio that they can program and tune by themselves. " said David Noble, Chairman of Government Relations at IAAIS. 

HD Radio
The Narrator incorporates HD Radio Technology, which provides crisp, clear sound and a wealth of added formats via HD2/HD3 Channel capability on the FM dial, including sports, comedy and foreign language programming, among others. 

"HD Radio Broadcasting has moved quickly into the mainstream with more than 2,100 stations in key markets across the United States," said Joe D'Angelo, Senior Vice President of Advanced Services at iBiquity. "The Narrator exemplifies why HD Radio Technology is truly unique by virtue of helping to bring these reading services to a key demographic of listeners through a product that is easy to use."

For more information about the product, please visit: www.bestbuy.com/TheNarrator. 

Computers for the Blind

It is my pleasure to introduce you to Computers for the Blind (CFTB).

Who we are:

Computers for the Blind (CFTB) is a non-profit 501(c) 3 volunteer organization located in Richardson, TX.

What we do:

We provide accessible computers to persons who are blind and visually impaired so that they can have:

-The independent ability to conduct activities of daily living such as personal reading, management of finances, and maintenance of household records.

-Personal and private communications with friends, family, health care professionals and business associates.

-A virtual learning environment where information resources are just a finger-tip away.

-Improved employment opportunities through the development of knowledge, skills, and marketable abilities.

How we do it:

We collect donated laptop and desktop computers from businesses and individuals. Skilled volunteer computer technicians wipe them clean and install screen reader software (NVDA). Upon request we provide larger monitors and/or a trial version of Zoomtext. The full version is available for $200. E-mail and word processor software are part of the software library along with simple accessible tutorials on how to operate the accessible software. We currently ship about 70 computers a month throughout the country and have already shipped over 6,000 computers. We ship a minimum Dual Core 1.8 GHz, with1.5 GB memory and 80 GB hard drive. Occasionally we are able to ship Pentium 4 3.0 GHz systems.

Who can get a computer:

Anyone with a visual impairment who is serious about using it and is willing to commit to the learning process. The cost to the consumer is $100 for a desktop, $150 for a laptop. They make perfect Christmas or birthday presents from family and friends.

These computers are ideal for persons who want/need a computer but the purchase of one through a state vocational rehabilitation agency is currently not available. We  can we partner together to meet the needs of your consumers/clients.  Please consider referring us to someone who could benefit from one.

For general inquiries or to request a computer contact us at:

Computers for the Blind

214-340-6328

info@computersfortheblind.net
Please share with others in your networks.

Respectfully,

David Jeppson, COMS, M.Ed

Executive Director

Computers for the Blind

djeppson@computersfortheblind.net
www.computersfortheblind.net
ACBI Member Releases Second Book
“A Laugh a Day Keeps the Blues Away” is Rita Kersh’s newest book, which was published this fall.  The book contains a collection of humorous stories written by people who are blind, have low vision and are deaf-blind.  These are funny and embarrassing stories that happened while they have been visually impaired.  It’s been scientifically proven that laughter is healthy both emotionally and physically.  So why not make yourself a little healthier by ordering one of these books?

“A Laugh a Day Keeps the Blues Away” is available in four formats, large print (16 pt.) at $17.95, audio CD at $15.00, contracted Braille at $15.00 and by text document sent by e-mail at $3.00.  To order your copy, send a check or money order to:

Rita Kersh

PO Box 2216

Bedford, IN  47421

Please include your address and the format you are requesting.  The books are mailed Free Matter, so there is no shipping charge.

Rita’s first book, “Pathway to Independence: A guide for people with vision loss” is also still available in various accessible formats.  Large print (14 pt.), audio CD and contracted Braille are all $15.00.  A digital download can be purchased through Barnes & Noble or Amazon for approximately $4.00.  If interested in this book, contact Rita at the address above.

NOTE: Any mention of products and services in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and does not imply endorsement of any such product or service by the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.
RENEWAL / MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Donald Koors, 5885 North Central, Indianapolis, IN 46220, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____) ____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
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